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Academic Excellence in University English Courses:

O . R bl d I . A EER 19514 aEssEn Computer Assisted Language Learning
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re English courses for students whose fields of study are not related to long-term language training, English linguistics, oL D R ow L 2 % D » B ; i ok o B AT r‘? 5 '9’; w3 12: SIS
literature, and education really necessary at Japanese universities? A credible justification for the inclusion of English Epl 2% L v b 25 - FE A DG 7;'; ;‘L > w3 b H%; C v ;7; T oz v X E VAR
courses as part of a general education curriculum depends, primarily, on course purposes. When courses are broadly g E\ [5 é g %} e ?:')E ? LA: I A % ‘E’% g @ a ¢ é ‘“‘ 7:’ f’) | % 1 ':C E % ;
N $ - - S = = il
described as'English for General Purposes, it is understandably difficult for students to find ways to fit these courses % < S A ] Z) E ; ;; *E z 7 a Yow ¥ £ r T ’f BE'J b o § %‘) S G 7
into their personally specific visions of what they are doing at university and why they are doing it. T f ? g g ;é » D g A E f; ll; z g I;‘L §_ g % =S @_ jg”% L y)ﬁ EITJ ;L SN E b}
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First and foremost, English courses in the general curriculum should meet university standards of academic excellence. ﬁ; - 5 1z b If] S if 1 g H % 2z D n 9 1 fc 7 :éC < #5( L i Bl o b {E H ‘i‘
To do that, English courses need to be planned for specific and academic purposes. If the study challenges satisfy the T g A X % 3 w FoE :&E H & = L;‘: oE ; R B A ;{ 7t TE% g':‘ E ;9_ X T %
students at their native-language intellectual levels and provide means for students' intellectual capacities to shine, in é ;g % EE ? 2 b o JI;))Z 2 ﬁ lg ;L g o Z Z;; ;i & f\ 4 5 ;,,4; IR A g j:, i
BOTE N ogm R N N 7N
spite of inevitable problems with surface language features, English courses will have credibility and fit in with a general A T2y B ow 2 T\ #H H fﬁ B S I G % ‘35 e T 7/.’; 1z 2% I = oS yj kow ;;.C &
university learning environment. L % E Bowv & o #oE Z? E # Gox E * 2z 0w 7w 1;% 17 E’;J B e © b #
There are, at least, three types of English courses which could be academically compatible with students' overall study LaR+TR VETH “&2 % L Y= » <5 HRERZ bR OSSR H
purposes: English-content liberal arts courses, such as field-specific ethics courses which are valued components of
medical, law, business, and science programmes; faculty courses which could be adjunct English versions of courses % o B oo & B oo K F i o B b S B
offered in Japanese, or independent courses related to the field; and instruction, as part of a general curriculum, in BT w & M4 LT FOR HDH o oh o3
. . . B w72 ¢ & FH T B & T 13 | E & WO IF
English skills for academic purposes. Moz h ER oy o o £ kB oz s oK
[ am teaching a course of the third type at Kyoto University: English Listening and Speaking Skills for Academic O [ g T o ]~ & C jE O #% % & BN ffi
. isti , % T o4 N e UL Y N2, S A e % oM B BCE
Purposes. My students have five characteristics common to successful learners which make this difficult course N L ¥ 4 L 5 o % ;; P SR
E 7 ¥ =
appealing: 1. excellent study habits, in particular, abilities to concentrate on very advanced English texts in the Iy E 3 }) 3 1z f;’g b 1 E' Lo % x & o7 W
classroom for long periods of time, and to prepare high quality assignments outside of the classroom; 2. self-competitive iz i g C T fk 7C 27 X i{( R A ié f_é ;E;
views of achievement on tests; 3. genuine interests in topics which concern international academic communities; 4. %T‘E = TCL D % § & i MNEZEZRFHEMNZEZASZAS B % i 2 I,E 7[; if 2 o é
< | B s P S
delight in critical thinking; and 5. self-teaching capabilities. 1z ;;Ct w R L o X 5 o AT W . 7 AT %‘§ AR
Does my course have the potential to bring out the best in the students and so, help them reach high standards of ’%2)] 7 é I\C/)I ;( ﬁ? *f b ﬁiﬁ %El; i/ N ;)5 % ) ?) K % Z’
N = N - <
academic excellence in English? Let's consider a teacher-student partnership framework for the development of an - <\ Wl ¢ é o ; % ? ® o ‘: B &Y
English university-quality course in terms of opportunity, responsibility, and innovation. E M A C Z ¥ 7 FF ) + E R E O
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When we first think of academic excellence, we likely focus our attention on the quality S A 5 - - - o s . e
: : 7z & 17 > & T & A D3 AT O B E o R
of work students and teachers produce. Professor Dick Allwright, the founder of the L o7 <54 8 Eo 2R O DT THIEOER b TEDL > M E G 3
Centre for Exploratory Practice at Lancaster University, suggests a different frame of T & o F T = o % 2 5 % % F% H OB oW o 7 ‘0-) oW o 571~ < WM oW o2 T
~ ° = = S N ) 33 7 . Eo = S N o
reference. He believes that the priority in schools should be placed on bringing about a A R I % it ] %— B R 7 & AR v f\ W # oM i oGk T LN S RN =
. e X . £ 5 VA SRS S L il v L H IS ET L w Bl R
good quality of life in classrooms, and that subsequently, quality of work may flourish. H g 40 5 L % L 7 oo T T N 2o 0k gy W R op 5 oz & & %L A B it
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Professor Allwright sees good lessons as exploratory opportunities that lead teachers to gD f! B BT ;LF: f: E > W G Jg 2 9 B OE M o K ‘i‘ 72 ok W % 40 F 3 ;; }g
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understand more about themselves as teachers, more about their students and their f',l f’L %; e ?%( g "2‘ T Z iz < é ;; I 3_: g ?f 2 g E ‘i Co) S‘ﬂ Tl b % L 9:‘ w3
learning, and more about the subject matter. Teachers should be curious about their own % 3 B % B < g e 5%" ‘g Z < <‘:: 0%‘ % 2 B » ﬁk ;f ;gg 5 ;C_ & I § + f; LT
lessons and so, tolerant of some unpredictability in the interests of discovery. Those 2ok LR % & 72 L f‘c + b ¥ T .8k o n % NI oL o BE E L
conditions are prerequisites for student interest and learning. In other words, lessons Twm 2z < W oy e B & S Lo <w’ ; n b e » 2 - ¢
prereq & ’ e s aeva Ll Bay s NTlH Ly E s BT RN
should be opportunities for teachers and students to learn together. g T 7% 4T vo s 725 v H 7 s noo v I SN ¢ oM OE
Professor Allwright defined Exploratory Practice (EP) in his special lecture at E AT 0 gt ESRANE AN T R - O e T A T
Kyoto University in May 2003: "EP is a way for teachers and learners to work o A5 0D A0S WL R 5 L £ & L o I L L &
yoto y y : y o T EH O 2o EHALLLEZH RN AE ) EEEE O
together to understand aspects of their classroom practice that puzzle them v w B H T TA & %8 B O T w b HF % % %1295 F ik R & 1B IEBML
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example: listening to lectures and news broadcasts, and responding by making oral presentations) are

simulations of outside the class events. Success depends on students' willingness to accept the simulations
as close representations of reality and also as useful preparation for actual events. Is it possible to add more
sophisticated and more credible simulations?

The Model United Nations Conference is a well-developed simulation with good support materials and a large
number of annual events, in Japan and around the globe. ASEAN conferences, International Court of Justice
sessions, World Health Organization meetings, and NGO events offer ideas for other sorts of simulations. Models of
interdisciplinary and single discipline academic conferences could be held.

Small-scale simulations could be held in the classroom and also organized independently by students as extra-
curricular events. Some students are likely already involved in simulations, individually and in groups. For these
extra-curricular simulations, language support offered by English teachers and advice from student mentors in an
Autonomous Learning Project office could encourage students to hold a wider variety of simulations involving a
greater number of students. This type of experiential learning need not be limited to simulations of meetings of
world leaders; real student-led conferences, including teleconference meetings and e-mail discussions, could be
beneficial. Delegates could be sent to international meetings. Could these events be linked to work in English for
Academic Purposes courses?

The International Community of Students

Exploring ways to learn about learning in our English classes is, in itself, a sign of academic excellence. We know
that from each answered question, new questions arise. Team Learning, experience tells us, is an effective way to
try to answer new questions; we learn by sharing. Indeed, team learning is the very reason we gather together on
campuses and in classrooms: we learn so we may share what we learn. Opportunity created by communicating in a
language which can grant membership in international student communities, brings responsibility. Responsibility
to strengthen communities beyond university gates and beyond national borders is the goal of scholarship. Today's
problems stem in part from poor communication. Our students may discover new and better ways to work with
people from other countries. Innovation in how we communicate in international communities can begin by
connecting campuses in new ways. Kyoto University students have important roles to play in the international
student community. That is why we need English for Academic Purposes courses.

Teaching English as an Academic Language

The question remains. Does my course have the potential to bring out the best in students and help them to reach
higher standards of academic excellence in English? I hope so. At the moment, all I can say for sure is that many of
my students seem pleased to be involved in the development of a course in English for Academic Purposes. We
know how to teach English as Foreign Language for general purposes. Can we follow other well-established models
and learn to teach English for the specific and academic purposes of university students? Will our students want to
study English as an Academic Language?

Author

Craig Smith is a Professor in the Department of
British and American Studies at Kyoto University of
Foreign Studies. He also teaches a Listening and
Speaking Skills for Academic Purposes course at
Kyoto University. His research interests include
vocabulary acquisition and team teaching. He is
involved in several experiential learning projects
with students.
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through the use of normal pedagogic procedures (standard monitoring, teaching and learning activities) as
investigative tools."

Our puzzle: how do we close the gap between the academic work our students can do in their mother tongue and
what teachers usually ask them to do in English as a Foreign Language (EFL) classes? A good investigative tool: the
principle that academic work in practical courses of study should be authentic and thus, correspond with the work
students will actually do when they leave university. If students feel that authenticity improves their quality of life
in the classroom by giving them a degree of self-respect, that may outweigh the frustrations of working in a foreign
language, and the quality of their academic work, being as Dr. Allwright says a component of quality of life in the
classroom, may improve.

In my course I am trying to introduce text, task, and learning environment authenticity. Our listening text
materials include audio and video recordings used in foreign universities to help international students move into
regular course work, videotapes of regular course lectures, video interviews with their peers-Japanese and foreign
university students, and oral presentations by the members of the class. The tasks include taking notes and writing
summaries of lectures, f_g)}rﬂm ting questions and comments, and responding to lectures by making oral
presentations and holdit)lgEiis ns. The authenﬂ&-qa_& the environment is gradually developed by giving
challenging asmgnmenf& as. clasé)reparatlo}lg in- class use of\lapanese to set benchmarks for the vocabulary
standards to be reached in m and }ﬁ'expectanons for t‘hqd‘?ymonstratlon of specific academic skills.

Responsibility At

Professor Allwright describes explor y practice as-secial enterpms‘gs involving all classroom participants, the
students and their teachers. Dr. Aki aJmo of Kyoto mver51ty ‘)JSQS the term Team Learning to describe a
means of realizing a type of social entdipri§e Mh prayf [AEHIate explgratory practice. The Tajino Model of Team
Learning shares responsibility for lear a a Nparti p@ﬂtﬁ Teac »r§4?d students form, and then may
continuously re-form, various sorts of teams for spﬂ—ﬁ&olé rning pukposes. ﬁe ‘te(a'r%enhance the capability of all
participants to learn from one another by, exch and by supportlngzeagg(ot er's learning.

In EFL teaching in Japawq‘@ttentlon has W@e;;}to im rovmg the quality of learning by improving the
quality of teaching. AJical in point is a,te —tea\fﬁ"g model h\sh pairs bilingual Japanese EFL teachers with
native speakers of Engl@i..‘ Dr. "llaimo suggests L\Q\at tradjtion: 1 teach&( centered views of how to engage human
resources in classroom learni g conmsiders a\narrow Tange qf optlons and-misses opportunities to redistribute
responsibility for teaching an
excellence? It may, if giving students fe,pomtblhty for thef'r\own learnlng, and for the success of their classmates,
r example, a14' atmosphere_of trust among\§tudents and in the ﬁ;cher may lead to more

enhances motivation.
positive responses from the students to teacher\feedba’k/o;ythe quality of work. Furthermore, this trust may
facilitate the effective use of individual resources for-the mutual benefit of all. \ S_o_n__w_._.

Responsibility for learning is also shared by the students in my course by the teaching and practice of four types
of academic skills: strategies for study, research, vocabulary learning, and communication. The logical extension of
the redistribution of responsibility for learning would be to plan two parts for English for Academic Purposes
courses: one part would consist of whole class meetings for Academic Skill Building; in the other part, an Academic
Skills Practicum, students would work individually, and in teams, outside of class on Autonomous Learning Projects,
perhaps using materials and facilities in Self-Access Centres. During the practicum, meetings could be held with
teachers and other students to monitor the progress of the projects.

Innovation

Linking English for Academic Purposes courses to Autonomous Learning Projects is one step in exploring the
options beyond the ways courses are usually organized in once-a-week large group meetings. Ultimately, to reach
higher standards of academic excellence new models of teaching and learning should be explored.

Many of the activities used in my Listening and Speaking Skills for Academic Purposes course (for
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