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This course will give an outline of some major legal issues in Japan, and explain the cultural and social
elements behind them.

Further, it will demonstrate the mutual relation between law and culture in Japan, especially focusing on two
topics: (1) law in everyday life, and (2) social issues and the law.

Along the way, relevant cases decided by Japanese courts will aso be discussed.

The goal of this courseisfor students to acquire a basic knowledge of the structure and current state of
Japanese law, and get able to comprehend and analyze representative legal issues of everyday life. An
additional goal isfor students to deepen their understanding of Japanese society ad culture.

During this course, students will be given the opportunity to actively participate in discussions and exchange
of ideas.
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- Understanding the basics of law in modern Japanese society.
- Getting able to comprehend and analyze representative legal issues of everyday life.
- Degpening the understanding of Japanese society and culture.
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1 Introduction

2 Significance and foundations of law

3 Sources and categories of law

4 Trials, structure of courts and legal professions

5Law in everyday lifel: Minors and the law

6 Law in everyday lifell: Elderly people and the law

7 Law in everyday lifelll: Family and the law

8 Law in everyday life IV: Contracts in Japan

9 Law in everyday life V: Consumer protection and contracts
10 Social issues and the law I: Money lending

11 Social issues and the law I1: Organized fraud

12 Social issues and the law I11: Food and product safety

13 Social issues and the law 1V: False accusationsin criminal cases
14 Social issues and the law V: Bioethics

15 Final exam

Feedback (the method will be explained later)

[ ]

[ ]

Class attendance and active participation: 20%
Final written examination (part of the questions will have to be answered in the form of a short essay): 80%
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Handouts will be distributed and further reading material will be indicated during the course.
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Will be indicated during the course if necessary.
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Students may contact me by email for appointments or questions regarding the course.




