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Philosophy & Religion in Japan / Epistemology / Modernization of Education / Comparative Cultures
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This class introduces students to the emergence of religious studies and philosophy as western disciplinesin
modern Japan. Strictly speaking, neither religion nor philosophy was new to modern Japan, but the western
academic approach and the language used to discuss them were new developments. In particular, this class
will look at the intersection of religion and philosophy from the late Edo period onward as indigenous
thoughts mixed with foreign ones.

As central figuresin this process, Masaharu Anesaki (the founder of religious studies in modern Japan) and
Tetsujiro Inoue (a prominent philosopher at Tokyo University) will be considered, along with their ongoing
debate over the nature of philosophy and religion. In addition to Anesaki and Inoue, Seiichi Hatano (founder
of Christian Studies at Kyoto University) and Enryo Inoue will be considered.

This course is structured as a freshman seminar class and so will be limited in size. Students will take turns
leading discussion of/presenting the reading material, but all students will be expected to comment and/or ask
guestions.

Homework will be limited to reading approximately 5-10 pages of text per week and, for the presenter(s),
crafting a summary outline for presentation in class (once per person). This should take no more than 1-2
hours per week, so the homework load is not unmanageable.

All the reading material will be prepared by the instructor and provided on the first day of class.

Approximately the first half of the course will utilize Japanese language material and the second half will
utilize primarily English language material.
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By the end of the class, students should have a general understanding of the process by which contemporary
academic approaches to religion and philosophy developed in Japan. This seminar will serve as a preparatory
classto higher level classes on religious studies and philosophy. It will also aid in equiping students to
engage in discussions with informed people from both east and west. Finally, it provides an opportunity to
look at alocal movement from a detached, objective perspective.
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Week One

Week Two

Week Three

Week Four

Week Eight
--The Advent of Religion in Japan

--The Arrival of Religion

--Inventing Japanese Religion

--Birth of Religious Studiesin Japan
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--The Science of the Gods

--Formations of the Shinto Secular
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Grades will be based upon attendance & class participation (50%) , personal presentations (25%), and afinal
short paper of 3-5 pages (25%).
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To beintroduced in class.
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After class preparation is estimated at 1-2 hours per week.
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Mondays between 2:45 & 4:15




