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This seminar is designed as an interactive introduction to socio-cultural anthropology and some of the main
issues it addresses.

The purpose of the courseis to explore how culture shapes society, what an anthropological perspectiveis,
and how it can contribute to our understanding of the world.

Starting with an introduction to anthropological thought and methods, we will explore some of the core
themes and perspectives of the discipline using a variety of case studies from different regions of the world.
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The objectives of this seminar are for students to:

- gain an understanding of the different aspects and implications of culture, and the scope and significance of
socio-cultural anthropology as a discipline

- gain an understanding of its core topics

- develop awareness of cultura diversity and our own preconceptions

- become comfortable formulating ideas and opinions, and engaging in discussions on specific topics
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Thisis aseminar-type class. Each session will start with a short lecture and rely mostly on discussion and
group work based on this week's topic and readings.

1- orientation and overview

2- The objects and methods of anthropology
3- The notion of culture

4- Ethnography, bias, relativity

5- Classifications. making sense of the world
6- Language and communication

7- Pollution, taboo and otherness

8- Group work session

9- Social exchange, commodities, reciprocity
10- Materia culture

11- Family, kinship, relations

12- Rituals: secular and sacred

13- Religion and magic

14- Final presentations
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first class.
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There are no specific requirements for taking this seminar.
However, students must be willing to prepare each session by completing the weekly readings and assigned
tasks, and to participate actively in class.
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Evaluation will be based on class attendance and active participation (70%), a mid-term group work or
presentation (10%) and final group or individual presentations (20%).

Active participation means actively listening and engaging with the class content, participating during
discussions and group work, and contributing to the class by sharing opinions, experiences and reflections.It
also means taking notes and reviewing them each week, since each class will start with a quick recap of the
previous week done by a student.

Students absent 3 times or more will fail this class.

Tardiness (by 15 minutes or more) will be treated as absence.

Systematic tardiness and/or unexplained early departures will greatly reduce your attendance and
participation grade.
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There is no textbook for this seminar.
Weekly readings will be available for download.
Printing and preparing the material is the responsibility of the student.
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A list of suggested readings will be available for download.
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Students are expected to prepare for each class by completing the weekly readings and assigned tasks.
They are also expected to take notes during class and review them for the following week.(Each session will
start by aquick recap of the previous week done by a student).
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- Thisisaseminar-type class, and as such will rely heavily on in-class discussion and student participation. It
will be conducted in English. All readings and materia will also bein English.

- As stated in the evaluation section, students are expected to engage actively during class. The level of
engagement will greatly influence the final grade (participation counts for 70% of the total grade).

- Office hour is after class or by appointment.
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