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This course provides a general introduction to the priniciples of linguistic science. It will introduce each of
the core areas of study in the field of linguistics: morphology, syntax, language acquisition, semantics,
phonetics, phonology, and language change.
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After taking this course, students will have a basic understanding of how to critically consider and analyze
actual linguistic datafrom avariety of languages.
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The course schedule is divided into the following seven sections, each with a different theme. Exercises and
readings will be regularly assigned to help you explore various descriptive and theoretical issues.

1. Introduction, Morphology (about 2 weeks)
What is linguistics?; the morpheme; word formation; derivation and inflection; compounding

2. Syntax (about 3 weeks)
Grammaticality; rules; constituent structure; phrase structure diagrams; parsing; case marking; agreement;
transformations; deep structure and surface structure; wh-movement; constraints in grammar

3. Language Acquisition (about 1 week)
Innate knowledge; critical period

4. Semantics (about 2 weeks)
Aspects of linguistic meaning; discourse structure; anaphora; reflexive interpretation; operators and scope

5. Phonetics (about 2 weeks)
International Phonetic Alphabet; the vowels and consonants of English and Japanese; stress; accent; feature
sets

6. Phonology (about 3 weeks)
The phoneme; allophones; natural classes; formulating rules; minimal pairs; free variation; underlying and
surface representations; rule ordering

7. Language Change: Historical Linguistics (about 1 week)
Genetically related languages; proto-languages; sound change; the comparative method; cognates; borrowing
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Grades are based on attendance (30%), class participation (20%), and assignments/exams (50%). |mportant:
If you miss four or more classes, you will not be given credit for the course.
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Relevant materials will be provided in class.
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Fromkin, Victoria (editor)  Linguistics: An Introduction to Linguistic Theory Blackwell, 2000 1SBN:
978-0-631-19711-9

Mihalicek, Vedranaand Wilson, Christin (editors)  Language Files. Materials for an Introduction to
Language and Linguistics, eleventh edition Ohio State University Press, 2011 1SBN:978-0814251799
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In general, exercises and readings will be assigned on aweekly basis, and you will be expected to prepare
sufficiently before each class.

[ ]

Office hours to be specified (check KULASIS). For questions about the course or to set up a meeting, email
me at catt.adam.7c@kyoto-u.ac.jp. Pleaseinclude® Linguistic Science” in the mail header and your full
name and student number in the email. Important: Make sure that you search for answers to questions
yourself before contacting me by email.




