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This class is the second of two introducing the concepts and practices of Intercultural Communication. In this
semester, we will look at how culture and identity are represented in language use in the contemporary world.
In this current age of globalization, communication styles are changing rapidly, and there are major
implications for how languages and dialects are used. In particular, we will be concerned with how global
English interfaces with the linguistic diversity of the world. While there is a general understanding that
English istaking over the world, the reality is not so simple. We will explore the complexity of language use
around the world, using a selection of podcasts and other audio-visual materials on arange of topics.
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In this class we will degpen our understanding of how language is used in aworld of increasingly complex
socia interactions. In particular, it is expected that students will develop a more nuanced view on how
English, national languages, minority languages and dialects co-exist in our daily lives. The format of the
course will bring the focus on our own communication skills, using audio materials that will be discussed in
the group.
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Week 1 Intercultural Communication: Language, culture and identity in a globalized world
Week 2 Linguistic Diversity: A world of languages, languages of the world

Week 3 Language or Dialect?. Social prestige and language choice

Week 4 Multilingualism: How many languages can you speak, and why?

Week 5 Language as a Window on Culture: What do you see differently?

Week 6 Code Switching and The Myth of a Pure Language

Week 7 Bilingual Education: The pros and perceieved cons

Week 8 Language Loss: What do the last speakers experience?

Week 9 Language Revival: Can languages be revitalized? Should they be?

Week 10 Internet: Sociolinguistics of digital communication

Week 11 Adaptation or Assimilation?: Language Use Choices of Migrants

Week 12 Gender, Identity and Communication: LGBT language issues

Week 13 Speaking “ Proper” English?: Rethinking the global language

Week 14 What Language(s) will Your Grandchildren Speak: Communication and Language Choice into the
Future
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There are no course requirements for the class, but students will be required to make regular use of audio
materials and do an oral presentation in English.
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Students will be evaluated on attendance (40%), class participation (20%), a group presentation (20%) and an
essay examination (20%).
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Jandt, Fred T.  AnIntroduction to Intercultural Communication: Identities in a Global Community Sage
ISBN:978-1-4129-9287-9 The World In Words podcast  www.pri.org/programs/world-words
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Students will be expected to listen to a podcast and prepare to discuss the contents in class. Each student will
be required to collaborate to do a group presentation of one of the weekly topics. Readings will be assigned as
supplementary material.
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Office hours can be arranged as necessary.




