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Anthropology is the comparative study of culture and human societies and examines the general principles of
socia and cultural life. This course offers an introduction to the discipline of anthropology and its practical
relevance to understanding societies. It introduces the different ways we can examine human societies and
understand exchange processes, kinship and family, marriage, culture, nature, gender, nation building, and
religion and ritual. Each week will consist of a brief lecture of 30~40 minutes based on class notes and
readings followed by a class discussion and group exercises.
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The main purpose of the course isto give students a critical introduction and understanding to cultural
diversity and processes of change within and between societies. The course provides students with some basic
tools that can help students to recognize the preconceptions and assumptions of their own socia and cultural
environments. This course is open to anyone who isinterested in societies and cultures, and willing to
proactively participate in discussions over the duration of the course.
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Week 1. Overview

Week 2. Socia Theory, Culture and Cultural Relativity
Week 3. Kinship and Family

Week 4. Marriage

Week 5. The Sharing Economy

Week 6. Human Societies and Nature (1)
Week 7. Human Societies and Nature (2)
Week 8. Gender (1)

Week 9. Gender (2)

Week 10 Identifying “ Others’

Week 11. Community Building

Week 12. Nation Building and Nationalism
Week 13. Religion and Ritual

Week 14. The Secular and Anthropology
Week 15. Recap
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Students should be able to participate in discussions, do readings, and submit short homework pieces each
week.
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The final semester grade will be decided upon by participation in class lectures and attendance (65%) and a
written essay (35%) to be submitted at the end of the course.
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Materials will be prepared for use in the class. Most weeks have pre-prepared class notes and a main text to
read.
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Students will have readings prepared for each week along with class notes.
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Office hours are Mondays 4th period.
This course restricts student enrollment by 25.
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