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The purpose of this classis for students to obtain advanced academic discussion skills. We will emphasize (1)
fostering students'  language skills for using practical and sophisticated Japanese, (2) developing analytical
skills and learning how to summarize in Japanese, and (3) developing attitudes and skillsfor lively discussion.

One of the ultimate purposes of language study isto acquire discussion skills. While most students have
experiences in free style conversation or discussion, in this class, students will gain skillsin raising their level
of Japanese by participating in discussions conducted with a specific goal in mind and according to given set
of rules. Each class will guide students toward improving their Japanese knowledge and discussion
techniques in a step-by-step process.
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To be able to express your opinions in appropriate Japanese suitable for discussion.
To be able to state opinions logically and persuade others.
To acquire an active listening attitude and be able to hold discussions aimed at building consensus.
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<Class Schedule>

The course schedule is as follows. The schedule will be revised as necessary.

Week1 Guidance on the class, Significance of discussion,Debatel(lntroduction)

Week2 Debate 2 (Learn the debate format, Expressions, Judgement method)

Week3 Debate 3 (Practice debate)

Week4 Debate 4 (Analyzing the debate topics, Constructive Speech) * Form teams

Week5 Debate 5 (Construct arguments. Cross-examination, Rebuttal speech, summary speech)

Week6 Debate 6 (Rehearsal)

Week7 Debate 7 (In-Class Debates 1)

Week8 Debate 8 (In-Class Debates 2)

Week9 Debate 9 (Feedback), Discussion 1 (Introduction)

Week10 Discussion 2 (Expressions for discussion, Fishbowl)

Week11 Discussion 3 (Reading articles about discussion themes and find the point at issues)
*Determine each role

Week12 Discussion 4 Rehearsal

Week13 Discussion 5 (Panel Discussion 1)

Week14 Discussion 6 (Panel Discussion 2)

Week15 Feedback
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Refer to the Handbook of Liberal Arts and Sciences Courses.
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The student's final grade will be based on the following.
(1) Class participation and Contribution (20%)
(2) Assignments (30%)
(3) Performance assessment for debate and discussion (50%).
Details of the grading method and evaluation criteriawill be provided in class.
Students who are absent from 5 or more class sessions will not be evaluated.
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Students are required to review the expressions and words that they learn in each classto be able to

use them in discussion.

Students are expected to study the handouts and materials before each class.

Students are required to research the theme and prepare for discussions such as a short speech outside of
the classroom to enable a meaningful discussion. Details will be instructed in class.
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For achieving the learning objectives of this class, students' attendance and active participation is expected.
Attendance beginning from the first session is desirable. Furthermore, students are advised to take sufficient
self-protection in case Covid-19 continues its threat.

Students are required to bring a computer or tablet to class.
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