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The majority of theworld s population livein cities. The course explores the dynamics and transformations
of urban places and spaces, which include the origin and evolution of cities, the development of networks of
cities bound together by culture, trade, communication and competition, as well as the dynamics of economic
restructuring in urban regions.
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The course allows students to develop acritical perspective on dominant neoliberal representations of the city
and to explore the great diversity of urban worlds. Students will understand the complexity of human-city
relationships and learn how cities are shaped by culture, society, economics, politics, and the environment.
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INTRODUCTION
1) Approachesto the City - What is Urban Geography?

CITIESAND URBAN GROWTH

2) Key Concepts and Theories in Urban Geography
3) The Urban World: Global Context of Urbanization
4) Mega-cities and Rapid Urban Population Growth

URBAN FORM AND STRUCTURE

5) The Historical Growth of Cities: Early Urban Forms

6) The Contemporary City: Urban Structure and Land Use Dynamics
7) Urban Architecture: Aspects of Gender, Religion and Conformity

POLITICS, ECONOMY AND SOCIETY IN THE CITY
8) Field Trip: Sanjo/Gion and Kawaramachi

9) Socia Inequalities (e.g., Housing)

10) Mobility and Transport

11) Environmental Problems

12) Isthere a Sustainable Future for Cities?

FINAL PRESENTATIONS
13) Group Presentations |
14) Group Presentations |

Total: 14 classes and 1 feedback session
The course schedule might change

Introduction to Urban Geography-E2(2) b




Introduction to Urban Geography-E2(2)

You are interested in cities, excited about living in one, and want to learn more about them.

In week 8, we have afield trip to Sanjo/Gion: Participation is mandatory
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50% Photo Essay (1500 words), 40% Group Project (15-20 min), 10% Attendance and Participation in Class
[ ]

Required readings and materials will be distributed via PandA.
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Students are expected to actively participate in each class. Thisincludes the discussion of contemporary
topicsin small groups and writing up brief summaries of findings (worksheet). Preparatory materials include
academic readings, news pieces and online media materials.
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Field Trip: Sanjo Station (Keihan) can be reached in about 15min by bicycle from Kyoto University. The
destination can also be reached by bus or Keihan Line (transportation costs to be covered by students).

Students should have Persona Accident Insurance for Student Pursuing Education and Research (Gakkensai).

If you have any questions, please email the instructor:
baars.rogercloud.6a@kyoto-u.ac.jp




