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"Kansho" means to observe things objectively and to clearly understand their meanings.

This course introduces current conditions and issues in Japanese society, examining the effects of social
changes on everyday practicesin the family, schools, and the workplace. It will be taught together with
international students. Through dialogue among students with diverse cultural backgrounds, students will
deepen their understanding of the situation of contemporary Japanese society, or "Kansho", while being
aware of comparative perspectives and the position of Japan in the global context.

Key concepts will be introduced within the main topics of households, education, technology, sports and
leisure, and media and communication. We will investigate the background of these aspects of Japanese
society by using texts taken from such fields as sociology, anthropology, literature, and history, as well as
various mediain order to understand the complexity of current issuesin Japan.

Each classincludes alecture and discussions led by students. Each student is required to facilitate
discussion of at least one assigned reading over the course of the semester. Students will gain experiencein
deepening their understanding of Japanese society while accepting a variety of opinions from diverse
backgrounds and will develop skillsin exchanging opinions.
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To deepen your understanding of avariety of social issuesin contemporary Japan.
To learn academic perspectives that are useful for understanding the current situation in Japan.
To understand the significance of communicating with students from diverse cultural backgrounds, and to




10-11 )

12-13 )

14
16 )

Week 1) Introduction: What do you know about Japan?

Week 2) Approaches to Japanese Society: Exploring traditional views on Japan

Weeks 3-4) Current Issues 1: Family

What issues do Japanese families face today?

How do socia changes contribute to emerging issues in the family?

Key concepts: M-shaped curve in labor force participation rate, growth of single-person households, diverse
regional characteristics and regional disparities.

Weeks 5-7) Current Issues 2: School

What issues do Japanese schools face today?

How do socia changes contribute to emerging problems in schools?

Key concepts: truancy, hikikomori, bullying, reform of entrance examinations, decline in academic
performance, English proficiency and language education.

Weeks 8-9) Current Issues 3: Technology and Sciences

How do technology and science affect social issues, and vice versa?

Key concepts: Development of technology in Japan,

artisans in Japanese industry, rise of the machines: merits and demerits of robots and Al(Artificial
Intelligence)

Weeks 10-11) Current Issues 4: Work, leisure, and sports

What are the characteristics of work life and leisure in Japanese society?




How do social changes reflect the characteristics of current conditions?

Key concepts:  Working hours of Japanese workers and time for leisure, multicultural aspectsin Japanese
sports.

Weeks 12-13) Current Issues 5: Media and communication

What issues do Japanese media and communication face today?

How do social changes reflect the characteristics of current conditions?

Key concepts: Internet Addiction Disorder

Week 14) Conclusion: What do we know about Japan now?

Week 16) Feedback
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Participation in class activities (30%), a group discussion facilitation (30%)*, a midterm exam (20%)**, and
afinal report (20%).

* About a group discussion facilitation:

- Each student will be assigned to one reading and facilitate small group discussion during weeks 3-13.

- The facilitator will prepare a handout (A4x 1page) including a summary of the reading and 3-5 discussion
guestions and submit it to the instructor by one day before your presentation date.

- The facilitator will give 10 minutes presentation to the small group and lead a group discussion in 10-15
minutes.

- The discussion group will be decided randomly each week.

- After facilitating the group discussion, each facilitator of the week will give a short summary orally to the
whole class.

** The midterm exam will be atake-home exam. Y ou will receive the exam questions on week 7, and will be
duein class of week 8. It will cover the material assigned for the first half of the course.




Handouts will be distributed.
[ ]

Benedict, Ruth  The Chrysanthemum and the Sword: Patterns of Japanese Culture. 1946

: 2005.
Doi,Takeo  Amae, Japanese Culture and Behavio. 1974 2007 [
]
Nakane, Chie Criteriaof Group Formation, Japanese Culture and Behavior. 1974 ,1967

Asahi Shinbun  Selected volumes, ASAHI Keywords ~ Asahi Shinbun shuppan, Abridged trandationsin
English will be provided.
The Japan Times  Selected volumes, The Japan Times NEWS DIGEST The Japan Times
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Students are expected to compl ete the reading assignments and actively participate in class discussion
every week.
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Thisclassis held jointly with aclass called "Current Issuesin Japan |, available for international students.
International students should take the "Current Issuesin Japan |".

This class will be given in English, but there are no English proficiency requirements. Each participant is
expected to be willing to actively join discussions and exchange opinions in avariety of ways, including
methods suggested during the lecture.




