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Review of Courses and Course Groups
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The Institute for Liberal Arts and Sciences (ILAS)
conducted major curriculum reform in AY 2016, which
involved reviewing nearly all of the courses at Kyoto
University. Some of the course names and the syllabi
were changed, while some courses were added. This
reform responds to social change and internationalization,
articulates with senior high school education, and supports
specialized education. Another aim was to allow students
to coordinate their own studies and to take courses in
line with their own interests. To achieve these aims, other
changes were also made, including the adoption of a new
class timetable, as to be explained.

In conjunction with the review of courses, we also
redesigned the course groups, expanding the existing five
groups into an eight-group structure. The former course
groups (Adaptation to Modern Society and Extended
Curriculum), which encompassed a diverse selection
of courses, were eliminated and their courses were
restructured into more-content-driven groups (Informatics,
Health and Sports, Career Development, Interdisciplinary
Sciences, and Seminars in Liberal Arts and Sciences), to
which the Common Graduate Course and Interdisciplinary
Graduate Course groups were added in AY 2018 (see Figure
1: Course Group Changes). These new groups include some
courses that were previously offered, but also new ones,
such as Interdisciplinary Sciences and ILAS Seminars. The
existing groups of Humanities and Social Sciences, Natural
Sciences, and Languages have been retained, but the
courses within them have undergone major scrutiny in line
with the approaches outlined above.
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New courses and their educational objectives
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Humanities and Social Sciences

Students taking this general education course are expect-
ed to deepen their insight into humanity and societies
and cultivate the ability to look at themselves objective-
ly through understanding and interacting with others, so
that they can establish themselves as individuals and lead
fulfilling lives as integral members of society in an increas-
ingly internationalized global community where values are
constantly evolving and changing.

Natural Sciences

This course has two main characteristics: it is meant to pro-
vide a basic education for science students and to offer a
liberal arts education accessible to all students.

The aim of basic education is to provide students with
foundational knowledge and ways of thinking in the
natural sciences through a combination of theoretical
education based on the fundamental laws and principles
of nature as well as laboratory and practical education that
involves testing one’s hypotheses through experiments
and observation. Meanwhile, the aim of the liberal arts is
to equip students with the natural science methodologies
required to develop laws and principles from hypotheses
and verification—methodologies that are also essential for
tackling policy challenges in contemporary society.

Languages
Language courses in liberal arts and sciences include En-
glish and Second Foreign Languages.

(i) Objectives of English education

Kyoto University is expected to assemble world-leading
body of knowledge and develop individuals of global cal-
iber. To assist in this initiative, “English for academic pur-
poses” has been deliberately set as the goal of English edu-
cation at the University in order to help improve students’
communication skills in English. For liberal arts and scienc-
es, “English for general academic purposes” will be taught.

(ii) Objectives of the second foreign languages course
Languages are communication tools and at the same
time form the foundation of human culture. Through the
acquisition of languages other than English, students are
expected to gain an understanding of the differences in
cultures, customs, and values, acquire an appreciation of
the accumulated wisdom associated with each linguistic
region, and develop a pluralistic world outlook.

Informatics

ILAS will offer a newly created group of courses that will
provide students with the opportunity to acquire the skills
and knowledge required in our advanced information
society. The objectives of the courses will be: to gain the
capabilities to use / apply information, such as computer
mastery and information literacy, understand the underly-
ing concepts of information science and technology, and
study issues specific to our advanced information society.

Health and Sports

Students are recommended to take sports training courses,
as they make a highly significant contribution in helping to
improve strength, keeping fit, and forming regular living
habits. As Japan’s population is aging rapidly, the health
and sports courses will be reorganized in order to provide
students with opportunities to learn about health, medical
services, or nursing care, while ensuring that theory and
practical skills are well coordinated.

Career Development
The Career Development comprises subjects related to ca-
reer development. Such subjects are divided into law and
ethics compliance, international communication, museum
studies national certification course, international program,
local collaboration program, and other career development
courses.

New interdisciplinary sciences courses will be established
with a view toward taking a range of approaches to the in-
terrelated issues facing contemporary society, such as those
involving the environment, energy, natural disasters, life sci-
ences, and demographics, and studying their solutions in a
cross-disciplinary manner.

Seminars in Liberal Arts and Sciences
Education in small groups gives students the opportunity
to experience the process of identifying problems and then
solving them. In liberal arts and sciences, learning in small
groups shows students how to approach their study in ways
that are very different from their experience in high school.

Common Graduate Course

Common graduate courses are designed to help graduate
students develop knowledge they should have as their
basic educational grounding outside their own academic
specialization.

Beginning in the 2018 academic year, these courses are
offered in the following three fields:

(i) Social Responsibility and Profitability

These courses cultivate basic knowledge essential

for research activities at graduate school as well as

for launching one’s career and taking active roles in
contemporary society beyond university.

(ii) Computer Science and Information Technology
Students use these courses to acquire information
processing skills required in an IT-oriented society.

(iii) Language and Communication

These courses equip students with communication skills for
functioning effectively in the international arena.

These are recommended courses in interdisciplinary fields
cutting across multiple graduate schools. The courses are also
open to students affiliated with other graduate schools.
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At ILAS, we believe that in order to respond to
changes in international society, it is important to im-
prove students’ English language proficiency as well
as promote internationalization of the education and
research environment. Concerning English language
education, therefore, we have built on the existing
foundational idea of “English for General Academic
Purposes” and carefully designed courses that improve
students’ communicative proficiency in English as well
as encourage more proactive engagement with En-
glish language learning. Specific changes in this area
are outlined below.

Up until AY 2015, one course in reading and one in
writing was offered in each semester of the first year
(a total of four courses), while in the second-year stu-
dents took two courses comprising English I1.

English language courses in both the first year and
second year and above were altered significantly from
AY 2016. These alterations reflected acknowledgment
of the importance of improving students’ English pro-
ficiency not just by “learning English” as a foreign lan-
guage but also by “learning in English,” and providing
an educational environment that prepares students
for conducting international academic research and
taking wide-ranging roles in society.

At the first-year level, we established new Writ-
ing-Listening courses, a required course in each se-
mester (a total of four courses) in conjunction with
Reading courses. For Reading and Writing-Listening,
multiple classes are scheduled in the same period on
the same day for students from the same faculty and
department. English language instructors responsible
for classes in the same time slot form teams for FD*1
activities. A team leader is appointed for each time slot
to coordinate these activities and improve English lan-
guage classes in collaboration with the faculties. More-
over, students are able to learn from non-Japanese
instructors in one of the courses they take in their first
year.

*1 FD (Faculty Development): Organized activities by faculty members to
improve class content and teaching methods
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For Reading courses, class instructors collaborate
with faculty-based instructors to align the teaching/
learning materials with students’ needs in each fac-
ulty. Class sizes for Writing-Listening were reduced
in half from 40 to 20 students to enable the attentive
guidance of instructors. We have also worked to en-
hance educational outcomes through self-study on-
line listening materials hosted on a platform called
GORILLA (Global Online Resources for International
Language Learning Assistance), together with in-
class review tests held four times per semester (see
Figure 2: Writing-Listening Class Flowchart).

20 TA TV - ) RV JREDRN / Figure 2 : Writing-Listening Class Flowchart
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TOEFL ITP tests are conducted for first-year students
in April and December with a view to enable students
to assess their own English language proficiency.
Moreover, students’ scores in the December TOEFL ITP
are figured into their grades for the English Writing-Lis-
tening B course to motive students in their English lan-
guage studies.

In the revised curriculum, students in their second
year and above take two “E Classes” (English-related
courses) (see Figure 3: English Language Education
from AY 2016). The English Il course for second-year
students was eliminated as part of this change. The E
Classes are liberal arts and sciences courses designed
with the dual aim of improving communicative profi-
ciency in English and fostering international perspec-
tives. Specifically, they comprise of courses focusing
on reading of English texts (E1), liberal arts and sci-
ences courses taught using English (E2), and courses
designed to improve English skills (E3) (see Figure 4: E
Class Categories).

With funding from the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology’s Program for Promot-
ing the Reform of National Universities, ILAS has been
increasing the number of courses taught in English
since AY 2014, and the number of E2 classes, which
form the main body of such courses, has reached 304
as of AY 2019 (see Figure 5: Transition of Number of
E2 Classes). The majority of these courses are taught
by non-Japanese instructors who are affiliated with a
graduate school or research institute and responsible
for teaching and research guidance in the special-
ized education curriculum at the undergraduate or
graduate level. It is hoped that this initiative will help
promote the further internationalization not only for
liberal arts and sciences education, but also for the uni-
versity’s overall education and research environment.

3 1 H28 FEH 5 DIEEHE / Figure 3: English Language Education from AY 2016
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E Classes comprise the following three categories. E1 and E3 categories consist of courses for second-year students and above.
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Affiliated with ILAS since AY 2016, the International
Academic Research and Resource Center for Language
Education (i-ARRC) operates out of the ILAS building,
offering a range of services to aid students’ language
self-study. Its services include, for example, loan of
study materials, provision of self-study spaces, learning
consultations with non-Japanese faculty members,
and provision of extracurricular courses. There is also a
room in the ILAS building used for conducting TOEFL
iBT testing, enabling students to take the test without
having to leave the campus.

Overall, the curriculum reforms implemented by
ILAS provide a solid educational infrastructure that
will allow students to work intensively on improving
their English language proficiency in a well-equipped
self-study environment by 1) strengthening capacity
for organized management and delivery of first-
year English language education, and 2) providing
practical English language courses tailored to students’
proficiency levels and a range of interests at the
second-year level and above.

9
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Launch of the ILAS Seminars

Previously, the university offered small-group seminar class-
es known as “Pocket Seminars.” Engaging in dialogue with
instructors and peers in small-group seminars is a valuable
opportunity to experience the significance and enjoyment of
learning. It also aids the transition from the passive learning
style of senior high school to the more self-directed approach
expected of university students. ILAS places high value on
these small-group seminars, and in AY 2016 we re-branded
them as ILAS Seminars. We significantly increased the num-
ber of classes offered, and made them more accessible by
scheduling almost all classes in the 5th period (see Figure 6:
Transition of ILAS Seminars [Pocket Seminars]). Changes were
also made to class content to impart the kinds of methods
and techniques that first-year students need in order to em-
bark on their academic journey at university. Moreover, we
have developed courses conducted in English to respond to
the needs of students seeking to improve their English lan-

guage proficiency.
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Figure 6: Transition of ILAS Seminars (Pocket Seminars) (1998 - 2016)
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Launch of Interdisciplinary Sciences

. (2)
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Our society today is facing numerous problems in
the environment, energy, and many other fields. Tack-
ling these problems requires the deployment of com-
posite perspectives that traverse different academic
disciplines, and especially approaches that integrate
the arts and sciences, which ultimately should en-
able a single policy choice to be made from among
a variety of options. Established in AY 2016, our new
group of Interdisciplinary Sciences courses is designed
to respond to these needs. The courses are taught by
multiple instructors from different specializations to
build students’ awareness of the need for composite
approaches. Specific problems addressed in the cours-
es include those related to the life sciences, the envi-
ronment, natural disasters, and energy (see Figure 7:
List of Interdisciplinary Sciences Courses 2019). In all
cases, classes are scheduled in the 4th or 5th periods in
second semester, similar to the 5th-period ILAS Semi-
nar classes in the first semester, in order to make them
more accessible to students.

7 ¥R 31 (BF0TT) FE HARFERIBREE— / Figure 7: List of Interdisciplinary Sciences Courses 2019

# B4 BERFPR
Subjects Day, Period

MERZ Emidts ENNFEOESEADETE)

Interdisciplinary Sciences :Life and Society (Implications of the Progress in Life Science on Human Life)

MERZ  Emitds (BREALOEDY)

B 5/ Mon5

‘A 5/Tue 5

% 5/Fri 5

B 5/Mon 5

Interdisciplinary Sciences :Life and Human Society (Interactions between Nature and Humans)

‘A 5/Tue 5

HERS | ERRE S AFEED/\S > X / Interdisciplinary Sciences :Cool balance of mankind and Nature

BERE : TRIVF—HEEY E (R / Interdisciplinary Sciences :Current Energy and Environmental Issues

7K 5/ Wed 5
7K 4/ Wed 4
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Up to AY 2015, classes were timetabled basically
on days and periods requested by instructors, with
care taken to avoid clashes among classes to which
students are automatically assigned. However,
students in science and engineering programs have
many automatically-assigned classes in foundation
courses, leaving them few slots in the timetable in
which to take elective courses and a very limited
range of elective options. To address this problem,
the timetable was completely renewed from AY
2016. The timetable for all students was divided
into blocks at the faculty and/or departmental
level, enabling timetable conflicts for auto-assigned
classes within each block to be avoided, as well as
securing slots for the timetabling of elective courses
without conflicts (see Figure 8: Timetable Overview).
Although this change means that instructors do not
necessarily have classes scheduled in their preferred
days and periods, it also expands the students’
choices greatly. Moreover, as previously explained,
it allows all foreign language classes in a specific
faculty or department to be held simultaneously on
the same day and period, enabling instructors to
work together in teams to pursue FD activities and
collaborative teaching.

8 . B5IEID 1 X— / Figure 8 Timetable Overview v IOHCIH
roz [ LLELEL
H27E,§§T\\ % 75Z %Pevz.[ BAKXKKE
H Class sl MTWREF
Until AY 2015 res [ E%%E:
Hﬁ 7_1 Per.2
W e I e
Faculty res Wr W R T
e JEOO0
e w2 W00
7 Per.3
—| s . Cungm
res (] OCJMO
* IS AT EDERE]
S Class-Specific Timetable
JOovy
Block
H28ERED S Ny fon e s s
ass
From AY2016 . eect [ ILIL 1M
8 | mem | |~-OECHN
ass
Faculty Per.3 . . . . .
G| |~OmEoe
> CIZss B Per‘5|:||:||:||:||:|
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Earlier Class Registration
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With the aim of substantiating course credit and se-
curing in-class study hours, ILAS proposed and gained
internal approval for the introduction of an earlier class
registration schedule starting in the first semester of AY
2019.

Class registration for the first semester of AY 2019 was
thus finalized one week earlier than the first semester of
the previous academic year (see Figure 9: Comparison
of Class Registration Schedule between 1st Semester of
AY 2018 and AY 2019).

There are two clear advantages to having an ear-
lier class registration timetable. First, it has enabled a
shortening of the lead time to the finalization of class
registrations. Class instructors can obtain lists of stu-
dents in their classes earlier, which is expected to aid
in the smooth operation of classes. Second, lotteries for
registration in classes with restricted enrollment can be
completed prior to the start of the teaching period. This
ensures that the first class is not over-attended; there-
fore, substantial teaching and learning can occur.

Figure 9: Comparison of Class registration schedule between 1st semester of AY 2018 and AY 2019

T8 30 FE / AY2018
4 B/ April $25EBI8A / Classes Start 5 A / May
112131451617 (8]9(10]111]12]13114(15[16|17|18]19[20(21(22|23|24]|25]|26{27 (282930 2
- i3
HERERE RS NHIRRIE Eﬂ%ﬁﬁ *
il e TR L= I B
Foreign Language q Class Registration period Class registration
courses application Enrollment rgstr!cted . confirmation and
period courses application period R

ERL 31 (BFlTT) EE/AY2019
FFEERA / Classes Start

SHEE - BEALHIR
B s RRIA AR
Foreign Language
and Enrollment
restricted courses
application period

Resistration
Period

. . inglizatign
Class Resistration
confirmation and
correction period

BEZIORBELICKY . AFBDY S RERZERFY
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fco TTT. FPH2BEFEAZENS. GREXRR. FE
7H bk (ECS-ID) ZHIT L, TEBSRITRVERDLS
REDR—LN—D%ZEE LT AFZORAPHEZH 2
TEHESDLEEBICREFHREZWEBY A FTITASELD
I, BEL&E Lfco AFRIDSDWEBY A ~DIRMHIC K
D AEDRLICIS Clea@EgstEZ Co < W &L
CBTEICETRLDEMBFLTVET,

Early Engagement with Prospective Enrollees

The revised class timetable allows prospective students
to consider which free elective courses to take without
having to wait for class allocations after they are admit-
ted to the university. From AY 2016, new enrollees are
issued with a student account (ECS-ID) as soon as admis-
sion results are announced, enabling them to browse the
university’s internal web pages, gain an understanding of
the university’s regulations and systems, and complete
various procedures online. We expect that providing
internal web access to new students before they enroll
will give them the time to construct a study plan in accor-
dance with their wishes.
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10 : M+ > % — / Figure 10: Affiliated Centers

ILAS has three affiliated organizations: the Interna-
tional Academic Research and Resource Center for
Language Education (i-ARRC), the Education Center for
Japanese Language and Culture, and the Center for In-
novative Research and Education in Data Science (see
Figure 10: Affiliated Centers).

i-ARRC caters to students who wish to extend their
proficiency in English and other foreign languages and
those who are struggling to progress through their
classes in the formal curriculum. Services include in-
dividual learning consultations, self-study equipment
and learning applications, and various workshops. It
also hosts events such as debates, lectures, and poster
sessions in foreign languages.

The Education Center for Japanese Language and
Culture offers classes in the Japanese language and
Japanese cultural studies to international students in
undergraduate degree programs, as well as special
educational programs for short-term international
students. The Center’s faculty members are also mem-
bers of the Student Exchange Advancement Office of
the Kyoto University International Education Commit-
tee, providing support for a variety of international ex-
change projects.

The Center for Innovative Research and Education in
Data Science is engaged in mathematics and data sci-
ence education, offering courses in statistics, informa-
tion science, and mathematical sciences for students
across the university. It also hosts a data science school
periodically as an extracurricular activity. It consults
with undergraduate faculties and graduate schools
about their needs, designs courses, and produces and
provides teaching materials for courses in especially
high demand.

M/ EIFR T S 55
HE > 2— (i-ARRC)
International Academic

Research and Resource
Center for Language
Education

YRZV G- AE—F 2 T BBREBORYE
Furnishes self-study environment for
listening/speaking

ERSEREHE 707 5 LOXE
Implements international practical
language education programs

BRPEENICEDE L FEEH
Offers learning consultations for
different aims and abilities

BIEHMORFRE

Develops teaching materials
EREBBEOREDHDREE - D
Conducts surveys/analysis for the
improvement of language education

BAGER B

programs
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P/ BAEE - BA3Xb
BELV2—
Education Center for
Japanese Language and
Culture

Offers Japanese language courses

BAX{LRIRE B 1R
Offers courses related to Japanese culture

EB#E 7055 LER
Develops international education

R — ZRIEA /R~
Y avEEHRRELEY 2—

Center for Innovative
Researhc and Education in
Data Scnience

ERS -FEtE  BIERFRBRE
Offers courses in informatics, statistics,
and mathematical sciences

Z— RIS Uz LEER B &5t 8RR
Designs the above courses and develops
teaching materials for them in response to
needs

T—EYA IV ARY — VORI
Hosts the data science school
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ILAS began operating the ILAS Building in AY 2016
as part of its mission to develop learning environments
on campus. The ILAS building functions as a hub for a
variety of extracurricular learning support activities pro-
moted by i-ARRC, but it also contributes to the environ-
ment for liberal arts and sciences education as a whole,
providing two lecture rooms each with a capacity of 240
people. These rooms have projectors that can be used in
combination with whiteboards, three-person desks, and
other features that facilitate interactive learning even in
a large classroom. In the basement level there is a CBT
Room where students can take the TOEFL iBT, a test
for which there is increasing demand in the university
for purposes such as preparation for study abroad and
graduate school entrance examinations. There is also a
variety of other features contributing to an accessible,
comfortable learning environment for students, includ-
ing a Conversation Room for self-study in small groups; a
Multipurpose Space that can be used to prepare presen-
tations, conduct self-motivated workshops, etc.; and a
Speaking Corner with individual booths.

In addition, the Jinkan-Soujin Library has been reor-
ganized as the Yoshida-South Library, strengthening the
library’s capacity to operate as a hub for self-study activ-
ities. Furthermore, the KULASIS academic information
system that supports procedures such as class registra-
tion has been made available in a bilingual Japanese-En-
glish format, with stronger linkage to the PandA learning
support system that is used for in-class functions, such
as distributing materials and submitting assignments. In
AY 2018, PandA was used in more than 740 classes in the
liberal arts and sciences courses.

00EET—RERABDAC—F I 0—F—

Speaking Corner equipped with 20 booths

ILAS Building

IV VRAR—IVEFRRRRAZ -y Y3 V7257 2y bOA—F—
Magnet Corner, which can be used for poster sessions as well as serve as an entrance hall 1 5
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