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Multicultural Educational Short-term Study Abroad
Program Based on Inter-University Agreements

—10 years of practice and perspectives on future development—

Liyou HAN*, Kaoru NISHIJIMA**, Taro IEMOTO***, Junko KAWAT***

Abstract

This paper summarizes the activities of Kyoto University’s Multicultural Educational Short-term
Study Abroad Program based on Inter-University Agreements during the ten-year period (2010-
2019) and reports on its achievements and future challenges. Students in the program study at part-
ner universities for a period of two to four weeks (to date all partners have been in East Asia and
Southeast Asia).

The students (1) attend collaborative seminars and learning with the local students, (2) learn
local languages, and (3) participate in lectures, field study, and cultural experiences offered by the
affiliated universities. During the ten-year period, we have continuously made improvements to the
program with the aim of achieving high-level educational outcomes. Through these improvements,
we have developed unique content and systems, including preparatory language learning with inter-
national students of our university, collaborative learning with local students of the partner universi-
ty, and health care support and crisis management systems managed in cooperation with local faculty
members who understand our university’s education. This paper also outlines future improvements
that can enhance the quality of the program and the efficiency of its administration, such as the ac-

creditation of credits and the construction of an administration system.

Keywords: Multicultural Exchange, Short-term Study Abroad, Collaborative Learning, Language

Learning, Crisis Management
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** Center for the Promotion of Interdisciplinary Education and Research, Kyoto University
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Factors Affecting the Outcomes of Online Japanese
Classes: Insights from Kyoto University 2020 Spring
Semester Online Japanese Class Survey

Ruchira Palihawadana, Junko Kawai, Koyo Akuzawa*

Abstract

This study aims to reveal the language learning outcomes of online Japanese classes and factors
affecting such outcomes by analyzing the results of a survey conducted in 2020 having 166 Japanese
language learners taking Japanese language courses at Kyoto University and 22 teachers as its target.
The results show that both the learners and the teachers found favorable improvements in Japanese
language skills, showing the potential of online classes as a tool to develop Japanese language skills.
However, the study also reveals that factors such as stress, concentration difficulties, effort put into
preparation and revision, difficulties in asking questions during classes, interaction with classmates
and with the teachers as well as the study environment could affect the outcomes of an online Jap-
anese class. Furthermore, the findings suggest that the effect may vary depending on the specific

language skill targeted in each class.

Keywords: Online Japanese learning, specific skills, stress, concentration, preparation and

revision, interaction, overseas auditor

*The Education Center for Japanese Language and Culture, Institute for Liberal Arts and Sciences, Kyoto
University
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