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The Institute for Liberal Arts and Sciences was established
in April 2013 with a view to developing talented individuals
who can function effectively in the international arena
through their broad perspectives, extensive knowledge, and
unparalleled creativity.

The Institute aspires to "teach the basic knowledge and
methodologies that are common among a wide range of
cross-disciplinary fields and foster rich humanity by provid-
ing students with opportunities to come into contact with
advanced learning and culture."

(Article 3, Kyoto University Institute for Liberal Arts and

Sciences Regulations).
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Undergraduate education at Kyoto University adopts a
“wedge-shaped” structure, moving from liberal arts and general
education to the specialized subjects of each department as the
academic year progresses. The Institute of Liberal Arts and
Sciences (ILAS) is responsible for the planning and
implementation of liberal arts and general education courses,
including foreign language and data science courses.

Established in 2013, ILAS reaffirms the orientation of
undergraduate liberal arts and general education at Kyoto
University and strengthens its mission. The mission of ILAS is to
provide students with basic interdisciplinary knowledge and
enable them to master the learning process and cultivate a rich
sense of humanity through exposure to academic culture. In the
first year of the undergraduate course, ILAS provides subjects that
can allow students to experience the joy of learning and foster their
motivation to study at university. Through the four-year
undergraduate course, students will acquire the ability to think for
themselves based on accurate knowledge, problem-solving skills
for living in a world without correct answers, the ability to form
their own opinions, and the ability to work towards a consensus in
discussions. We strive to provide students with a learning
experience that is different from high school, and endeavor to
ensure that they enjoy studying at the university.

At ILAS, we believe in the power of collaboration, and our staff
collaborate with faculty representatives from each faculty and
department to form the Committee for Planning and Evaluation.
The committee, along with subcommittees for each subject area
(such as the humanities, English, physics, and chemistry) discusses
matters such as teaching methods, course content, and evaluation
criteria. This collaborative approach ensures that education is
carried out with the understanding and cooperation of the entire
university. With the participation of deans and representatives of
the university’s graduate schools and research centers, the Council
for Liberal Arts and Sciences oversees the planning and
implementation of education and the organizational management
of ILAS, and is responsible for the university-wide system of liberal
arts and general education.

One of the unique features of Kyoto University’s undergraduate
liberal arts and sciences education is that it offers more than 250

small-group education courses called ILAS seminars. The ILAS

seminars are provided in a small-group format, with a maximum
of 25 students (mainly freshmen), and place emphasis on dialogue
between the students and between the students and faculty
members. They provide opportunities to discuss and address
various social and academic issues and cultivate the learning
process.

ILAS is also dedicated to internationalization, offering a range of
opportunities for students from around the world. The
International Academic Research and Resource Centre for
Language Education (i-ARRC) and the Education Centre for
Japanese Language and Culture were established as affiliated
centers of ILAS in 2014 and 2016 respectively, providing
small-group foreign language courses, as well as Japanese language
and culture courses. Through the ILAS International Education
Program, approximately 100 international faculty members from
various faculties and departments provide undergraduate courses
in English.

The Kyoto University International Undergraduate Program
(Kyoto iUP) is a unique undergraduate program for international
students that aims to cultivate their ability to communicate and
discuss their chosen field of specialization in Japanese by the time
of graduation—regardless of their Japanese language ability at the
time of enrollment. It is a radical initiative that demonstrates the
university’s commitment to providing a diverse and inclusive
learning environment for all students.

In addition, the Center for Innovative Research and Education
in Data Science was established in 2017 to develop and implement
a system of data science education, which, in the 21st century, is
becoming increasingly important as fundamental education. The
center also provides education relating to informatics, statistics,
and mathematical sciences.

In this way, ILAS places great importance on maintaining an
inclusive and well-organized education environment in which
students can learn from faculty and staff through a range of
approaches, including small classes, experiential learning, and
international opportunities, and also in a variety of settings, such
as laboratories, in the field, and in other countries.

ILAS will continue its efforts to review and further develop
Kyoto University’s liberal arts and general education environment.
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Liberal arts and sciences education at Kyoto University has been
reformed numerous times in response to the changing times, but the
2013 academic year marked the beginning of a major organizational
transformation: the establishment of ILAS. Up to 2012, the Institute
for the Promotion of Excellence in Higher Education (IPEHE) was
charged with the planning of liberal arts and sciences education,
while the Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies
and the Graduate School of Science were primarily responsible for
actually conducting classes in this area. The separation of planning
and implementation under this structure limited the scope for
educational reform, and the university therefore decided to bring
planning and implementation functions together in a single organi-
zation, ILAS. The objective of this restructuring was to enable a more
flexible, university-wide approach to reforms, which is essential in
light of the major challenges confronting liberal arts and sciences
education today, such as responding to dramatic advancements in
globalization, articulating senior high school and university educa-
tion, and collaborating with specialized university education.

The planning and operation of liberal arts and sciences education
is currently pursued under the structure outlined in the figure below,
under the guidance of the ILAS Director, who is appointed by the
President.
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FERIEH [2024FE]
The number of the Liberal Arts and Sciences Courses [AY 2024]

SELE - B %1
Year around / First semester Second semester Total
BIE#HK FEE BIE®% B BEH% B
Subjects Courses Subjects Courses Subjects Courses
ﬁujfnaﬁfzﬁjjil Sciences 147 (48) 254 (54) 176 (47) 275(52) 306(89) 529(106)
s 132(55) | 462(62) | 137(63) | 408(75) | 234(109) | 870(137)
ﬁiiﬁf 99 630 94 598 144 1,228
31(10) 54(11) 28(12) 46 (13) 47(15) 100(24)
ﬁi’hﬁ;;ﬁiﬁ 27(5) 76(5) 29(5) 74(5) 42(10) 150(10)
?a:;gr%?ﬁzﬁem 24(5) 46 (5) 18(5) 36(5) 32(9) 82(10)
ﬁﬁiifﬁizﬁﬁirySdences 16(6) 18(6) 12(5) 24(5) 27(10) 42(11)
o I ) 2969 | 10 202 | 20 | 2100)
AT — 23(1) 323) 7(1) 13(1) 27(1) 45 (4)
e C o 58(0) 62(0) 40(0) 40(0) 96(0) 102(0)
it Total 559(131) | 1,883(194) | 542(139) | 1,536(178) | 957(244) 3,419(372)

*()RRFRFTEILFHBREONBEH - HEHK T ARTT,
"The Figures in () indicate the numbers of the subjects and courses to learn in English in Liberal Arts and Sciences and are
abstracted from the numbers of all subjects and courses on the left side."

X BIEHOEHC(SEHE - RADMA THHBELTWAE—RBICOWTIFTRBELTAT Y FLTWET,

Subjects offered in both the first and second semester are counted as 1 subject for the total number of subjects.

£FHBERBEIHER [2024F K]

The number of instructors teaching Liberal Arts and Sciences Courses [AY 2024]

R#BAFEEIE University-wide 2PHBRIEMEY Liberal Arts and Sciences Course
B B8 Z Dt GER ENERTE)
Full-time instructors Full-time instructors Others (Part-time instructors, etc)
2,641 1,199 293

B1EZEFE (FE4E) &S [2024F K ATHA]

The proportion of the undergraduate students registered in Liberal Arts and Sciences Courses [First semester of AY 2024 ]

- LFHEHAD SFHE(H I REIENE LFHEHAD
BEEREY BEEREONA BEERHER

the number of

undergraduate students the number of students the percentage of the students registered in total number of course
registered in LASC LASC in the whole undergraduate students registration in LASC

12,755 8,235 65% 62,395

LASC=Liberal Arts and Sciences Courses
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Infernafional Academic Research and Resource Center for Language Education
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Kyoto Summer Program

International Academic Research and
Resource Center for Language Education

The International Academic Research and Resource Center for
Language Education (i-ARRC) at ILAS was established to deliver
innovative language education in a global society. In addition to
administering foreign language courses as part of the university's
liberal arts and general education, it supports students’
autonomous language learning.

The Center comprises three divisions: the Division of English
Language Education, the Division of Education for Languages
Other Than English or Japanese, and the Division of Intercultural
Education.

The Division of English Language Education ensures the effec-
tive administration and medium-to-long-term improvement of
courses in English for General Academic Purposes (EGAP): Writ-
ing and Listening (WL) and E3 (courses for improving English
language skills). In WL, the Division provides listening-learning
materials and conducts small-group classes, encouraging students
to engage in autonomous language study. The Division has been
developing original writing textbooks and is planning to update
E3 courses. It thus contributes to the development of academic
language skills through EGAP courses.

The Division of Education for Languages Other Than English
or Japanese focuses on upgrading teaching environments for
better learning outcomes in those languages as part of liberal arts
and general education courses. The Division supports its language
instructors by providing an online tool for sharing lesson tips, as
well as other faculty development services. It thus promotes
classes that incorporate students' feedback into teaching.

The Division of Intercultural Education aims to improve the
practical language skills of students through short-term inbound
and outbound study abroad programs. The division provides
opportunities for students with diverse cultural and social
backgrounds to learn together, promoting university-wide
liberal arts and general education that fosters international
awareness, pro-activeness, and autonomy.

."

o'}

.
%

20DEET—REHRADAE—F VI I—F—
Speaking Corner equipped with 20 booths



ERAAFE - AAXIEHBT 5 —

Education Center for Japanese
Language and Culture
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The mission of accepting international students from outside
Japan becomes increasingly important when implementing global
standard education. In order to promote inbound student mobility,
it is important to implement Japanese language education and
develop a support system for international students, services in
which ILAS’s Education Center for Japanese Language and Culture
(ECJLC) plays a pivotal role. The Center offers classes in Japanese
language and understanding Japan through the Liberal Arts and
Sciences curriculum, as well as extra-curricular support classes
open to all international students and researchers. Other services it
provides are: the “SAMIDORI” online Japanese language learning
system; the Japanese language study room, where a Teaching
Assistant is available to answer questions. Further, we also offer
opportunities for students and researchers learning at Katsura, Uji
and other campuses to study Japanese language through online
classes. By providing such Japanese language education opportuni-
ties for all who need it across Kyoto University, we have provided
an environment in which international students and researchers
can better focus on study and research. In addition, ECJLC is
responsible for the education of international students in programs
offered by ILAS, including the Japanese Government (MEXT)
Preparatory Education Program offered to Research Students and
the MEXT Japanese Studies Program.

AR -

MEAAE - BAXLBEE LYY —HBICEDHAES S PHAEREDKRT

Japanese language and culture classes offered by the Education Center for Japanese Language and Culture
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Center for Innovative Research and
CIREDS Education in Data Science

Center for Innovative Research
and Education in Data Science
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New technologies such as AI and big data analysis are evolving
rapidly and bringing major changes not only to academia and
industry but also to our everyday lives. A basic understanding of
“mathematics, data science, and AI” that underpins these techno-
logical innovations is becoming a fundamental educational
background for a wide range of individuals in both the arts and
sciences who support our society.

The Center for Innovative Research and Education in Data
Science was established within the ILAS in April 2017 in order to
provide education on informatics, statistics and mathematical
science as basic 21st-century knowledge realms, with a focus on
developing logical capabilities, as well as to conduct surveys and
research for such education. The Center is developing systems that
enable Kyoto University’s faculty members with track records in
top-class research in information, statistics and mathematics to
work collaboratively through the Center to effectively provide
fundamental education in data science throughout the university.
The Center is a base school in the government lead program for the
“Nationwide expansion of mathematics, data science, and Al
education”, and is a representative school of the Kinki block. Our
objective is to train data scientists and develop human resources to
support the realization of Society 5.0 at the top level by establishing
an effective system that can be provided university-wide.

T—I9HAITVRRT =)L - BEDKT

Data Science school * The Lecture of Data Science



° SHALYSF TR

Kyoto University International
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Undergraduate Program (Kyoto iUP)

Japan’s population of 18-year-olds, which gradually decreased
after peaking at 2.49 million in 1966, is currently less than half of
this, 1.06 million, and is expected to continue to decline in the
future. So far, Kyoto University has gathered students with a high
level of academic excellence from all over Japan, a situation we will
continue to work towards maintaining, however, the decline in the
number of possible students naturally affects quality. Despite this
situation, producing outstanding graduates who can lead the next
generation of education and research at Kyoto University and play
important roles in wider society remains a central mission of Kyoto
University.

In response, the university launched the Kyoto University
International Undergraduate Program, or Kyoto iUP, so that we
can actively receive not only Japanese students - our core target up
to this point - but also high-achieving international students.
In Academic Year 2023, 19 students (11 countries and regions)
were accepted as preparatory course students from 437 applicants
(49 countries and regions). The Kyoto iUP students, including
undergraduate students and preparatory course students, are 91 in
total (19 countries and regions), and each of them not only worked
hard at their studies but also achieved remarkable results in
extracurricular activities (As of March 31, 2024).

The Kyoto iUP office, which consists of ILAS instructors and
staff from International and General Education Promotion
Department, is responsible for managing and administrating the
implementation of Kyoto iUP, organizing curricula and student
class selection, communicating between the various faculties
involved, providing support for study and daily living, as well as
running public relations and recruiting activities necessary to
obtain exceptional students from prestigious foreign high schools.
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