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e mission of accepting international students from outside
Japan becomes increasingly important when implementing global
standard education. In order to promote inbound student mobility,
it is important to implement Japanese language education and
develop a support system for international students, services in
which ILAS’s Education Center for Japanese Language and Culture
(ECJLC) plays a pivotal role. e Center o ers classes in Japanese
language and understanding Japan through the Liberal Arts and
Sciences curriculum, as well as extra-curricular support classes
open to all international students and researchers. Other services it
provides are: the “SAMIDORI” online Japanese language learning
system; the Japanese language study room, where a Teaching
Assistant is available to answer quesgbae Japanese Language
Resource Room” which provides Japanese language and culture
learners with useful learning materials. Further, we also oer
opportunities for students and researchers learning at Katsura, Uiji
and other campuses to study Japanese language through online
classes. By providing such Japanese language education opportuni-
ties for all who need it across Kyoto University, we have provided
an environment in which international students and researchers
can better focus on study and research. In addition, ECJLC is
responsible for the education of international students in programs
oered by ILAS, including the Japanese Government (MEXT)
Preparatory Education Program o ered to Research Students and
the MEXT Japanese Studies Program.
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New technologies such as AI and big data analysis are evolving
rapidly and bringing major changes not only to academia and
industry but also to our everyday lives. A basic understanding of
“mathematics, data science, and AI” that underpins these techno-
logical innovations is becoming a fundamental educational
background for a wide range of individuals in both the arts and
sciences who support our society.

The Center for Innovative Research and Education in Data
Science was established within the ILAS in April 2017 in order to
provide education on informatics, statistics and mathematical
science as basic 21st-century knowledge realms, with a focus on
developing logical capabilities, as well as to conduct surveys and
research for such education. The Center is developing systems that
enable Kyoto University’s faculty members with track records in
top-class research in information, statistics and mathematics to
work collaboratively through the Center to effectively provide
fundamental education in data science throughout the university.
The Center is a base school in the government lead program for the
“Nationwide expansion of mathematics, data science, and Al
education”, and is a representative school of the Kinki block. Our
objective is to train data scientists and develop human resources to
support the realization of Society 5.0 at the top level by establishing
an effective system that can be provided university-wide.
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Undergraduate Program (Kyoto iUP)

Japan’s population of 18-year-olds, which gradually decreased
after peaking at 2.49 million in 1966, is currently less than half of
this, 1.09 million, and is expected to continue to decline in the fu-
ture. So far, Kyoto University has gathered students with a high lev-
el of academic excellence from all over Japan, a situation we will
continue to work towards maintaining, however, the decline in the
number of possible students naturally affects quality. Despite this
situation, producing outstanding graduates who can lead the next
generation of education and research at Kyoto University and play
important roles in wider society remains a central mission of Kyoto
University.

In response, the university launched the Kyoto University Inter-
national Undergraduate Program, or Kyoto iUP, so that we can ac-
tively receive not only Japanese students - our core target up to this
point - but also high-achieving international students.

In Academic Year 2025, 34 students (9 countries and regions)
were accepted as preparatory course students from 795 applicants
(62 countries and regions). The Kyoto iUP students we have ac-
cepted so far, including graduates, are 152 in total (22 countries
and regions). Each of the current students not only worked hard at
their studies but also achieved remarkable results in extracurricu-
lar activities (As of March 31, 2026).

The Kyoto iUP office, which consists of ILAS instructors and
staff from the Academic Affairs Department, is responsible for
managing and administrating the implementation of Kyoto iUP,

organizing curricula and student class selection, communicat-
ing between the various faculties involved, providing support for
study and daily living, as well as running public relations and re-
cruiting activities necessary to obtain exceptional students from
prestigious foreign high schools.

¢ Buj N
‘ - If’ Your ;u‘



20264 7H%4T
RERFE EEREEFHER
T606-8501 FEBTAE HIK & B = AHMY

Published in July, 2026

Institute for Liberal Arts and Sciences
Yoshida Nihonmatsu-cho Sakyo-ku Kyoto 606-8501

https:/www.z.k.kyoto-u.ac.jp



