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[Overview and purpose of the course]

Broadly, in part one [semester: April-September], the course will introduce students to some of the main
historiographical debates about the origins and defining features of modern science.

The central effort here is to familiarise students both at the level of the biographical details of the main
thinkers and the significant ideas that comprise our current understandings and assessments about what
constitutes modern science.

[Course objectives]

By rehearsing some of the significant historiographical and philosophical debates and discussions on the
theme of modern science, this course ams to develop an interdisciplinary ability. The attempt to problematize
the“ hard sciences’ through social science questions and theories will help prepare students to take up
innovative and important research projects and also helps them think through the centrality of modern science
intheir everyday lives.

[Course schedule and contents)]

Each class will comprise a 90 minute session; involving alecture of 60 minutes and followed by a 30 minute
interactive discussion in which student participation will also be elicited through either group or individual
presentations.

Four themes will be covered in this class and each theme will be covered in three to four weeks.

a) Plato's (429?-347 B.C.E.) Forms and Aristotle's (384-322 B.C.E.) Empiricism

b) The Scientific Revolution

c¢) Colonial Science

d) Scientific Nationalism

[Course requirements]
None
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[Evaluation methods and policy]

There will be aregular cycle of written submissions and feedback through class discussions and teacher
evaluations. Theideaisto develop acredible capacity for reading and writing amongst those who take up the
course.

Evaluations will be based on class presentations, writing assignments and a tutorial .

Details are explained during class.

[Textbooks]

Not used
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(Relevant sections and chapters from the above books will be assigned as readings for the course. Other
yeading materials such as articles or short write-ups may be included based on class discussions and interest.)

[Study outside of class (preparation and review)]

Students will be expected to have read at least five pages of pre-assigned reading, at the very minimum,
before attending each class.

[Other information (office hours, etc.)]

Students can meet me during office hours with prior appointment.




