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[Overview and purpose of the course]
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The purpose of this course is to develop conversation skills for study in Japan. Students will learn to 1) talk
about their academic biography, work experience, and strengths in formal/informal settings, 2) check
information sources and exchange opinions, 3) discuss social issues or academic topicsin agroup.

[Course objectives]

CEFR B2.2-C1

Course goals are as follows.

To attain alevel of proficiency equivalent to the CEFR B2.2 - C1 level.

Can express him/herself fluently and spontaneously, almost effortlessly. Has a good command of a broad
lexical repertoire allowing gapsto be readily overcome with circumlocutions. Thereis little obvious
searching for expressions or avoidance strategies.

Can easily keep up with the debate, even on abstract, complex unfamiliar topics.

Can argue aformal position convincingly, responding to questions and comments and answering complex
lines of counter argument fluently, spontaneously and appropriately.

[Course schedule and contents)]
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The course schedule is as follows.

Week 1 Orientation

Week 2 Self-introduction 1: talk about your academic biography, work experience, and strengths
Week 3 Self-introduction 2: answer questions

Week 4 Performance assessment

Week 5 Feedback

Week 6 The facts/opinions 1: compare news

Week 7 The facts/opinions 2: express an opinion

Week 8 Performance assessment

Week 9 Feedback

Week 10 Group discussion 1. present social issues/research theme
Week 11 Group discussion 2: discuss social issues

Week 12 Group discussion 3: discuss academic topics

Week 13 Group discussion 4. summarize the discussion

Week 14 Performance assessment

Week 15 Feedback

The schedule may change depending on student$  abilities.

[Course requirements]

Refer to the Handbook of Liberal Arts and Sciences Courses.
[Evaluation methods and policy]
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The student's final grade will be based on 1) in-class participation/attitude (30%) and 2) oral presentations
and assignments (70%).

Details of the grading method and evaluation criteriawill be provided in class.

Students who are absent from 5 or more class sessions will not be evaluated.
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[Textbooks]

Handouts
[References, etc.]
References, etc.

Handouts will be distributed as necessary.
[Study outside of class (preparation and review)]

Students are required to practice and review the material they have studied in class each week.

[Other information (office hours, etc.)]

We will record the students'  oral presentationsin class and provide feedback to each of them.




