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 [Overview and purpose of the course]
The course will focus on presentation skills for academic purposes, such as participating in classroom 
discussions or giving academic presentations. Students will learn various elements of successful presentation 
delivery, such as making good eye contact, using intonation and stress effectively, and making appropriate 
gestures. Students will also learn important basics of presentations, such as giving an impressive introduction, 
organizing ideas effectively, and using appropriate and concise language. This will be achieved through 
presentations and other exercises in class, in addition to viewing and analyzing presentations at home. Class 
discussions should help foster the ability to express ideas spontaneously, coherently, and fluently. Finally, 
students will have the opportunity to give and receive feedback from their peers.

 [Course objectives]
If students give their best effort during the course, by the end they should be able to: 

-recognize the characteristics of successful presentations
-incorporate techniques introduced in class into their own presentations to optimize delivery
-create and deliver attention-getting introductions and memorable conclusions
-give individual presentations with a certain level of fluency and confidence
-participate in class discussions with minimal hesitation
-recognize and use vocabulary that arises in the videos and discussions

 [Course schedule and contents)]
Week 1: Introductions. Nonverbal communication in presentations.
Week 2: Voice, eye contact, gestures.
Week 3: Stress and intonation. Analysis and discussion of TED Talks (including nonverbal communication) 
with mini presentations. 
Week 4: Openings.
Week 5: Examination of openings used in TED Talks. Practice with effective introductions. 
Week 6: Fluency practice. 
Week 7: Individual presentation proposals. 
Week 8: The language of a presentation. Being concise.
Week 9: Expressing opinions and impromptu speaking. 
Week 10-11: Using PowerPoint effectively. Analysis and discussion of TED Talks (including conclusions). 
Weeks 12-14: Final individual presentations.
Feedback.
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In addition to the above, there will be regular vocabulary quizzes of the terms included in the TED Talks and 
other materials.

 [Course requirements]
None

 [Evaluation methods and policy]
The grading policy will be as follows: 

Short presentations 30% 
Active class participation 40% 
Final presentation 20% 
Vocabulary quizzes 10%

 [Textbooks]
Not used
Materials will be provided by the instructor and distributed during class, or will be available through the 
Internet or KULASIS.

 [Study outside of class (preparation and review)]
Students are expected to watch videos or read materials outside of class in order to prepare for class 
discussions. Students are also expected to prepare adequately for individual and group presentations.

 [Other information (office hours, etc.)]
This course will be conducted in English only. Students should be willing to communicate in English with the 
professor and other students during class time. 

A short introduction of PowerPoint will be provided, but prior knowledge of it is desired. 

Office hours will be announced in class.


