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 [Overview and purpose of the course]
What is the correct name for nature? Physis, natura, jinen, shizen? How do I, as an individual human being, 
fit into the world of nature? Am I a part of it, or do I control it? Do I have the right to cut a tree? What is my 
responsability toward the environment? How do I respond to the current environmental crisis?
In this class, we will start from these questions and try to think together about the different understandings of 
“nature” and about the different ways in which we can engage with it. We will focus on views of nature in 
Japan, from premodern literary texts to contemporary philosophy.

 [Course objectives]
In this class, students will learn
1) to critically examine notions and concepts related to nature in Japan;
2) to apply ethical theories to some challenging question in our experience of nature;
3) to express their opinions, ideas and arguments in a clear manner.

 [Course schedule and contents)]
For each meeting, we will read and discuss one (or more) short philosophical text(s). The course is structured 
as follows. 

Topics:
1. Introduction. What is “nature”? How do we understand / define it? [1 week]
2. Nature in literature [3-4 weeks]
     Kojiki and Nihonshoki. Waka, zuihitsu, etc.
3. Buddhism and ecology [3-4 weeks]
     Kukai and Dogen. Pure Land Buddhism, Zen and nature.
4. Confucianism and nature [2-3 weeks]
     Honzogaku. Kaibara Ekken, Yamato Honz#333. Sato Nobuhiro and the human dominion over nature
5. Nature and human beings [2-3 weeks]
     Ando Shoeki, Shizen shin’eido. Ishida Baigan and Ninomiya Sontoku.
6. Nature in modern philosophy [2-3 weeks]
     Edo Tekirei. Minakata Kumagusu. Watsuji Tetsuro, Fudo.
7. Course round-up and reflection. [1 week]
8. Feedback (Students will be notified of feedback methods separately.) [1 week]

Continue to Philosophy of Nature I-E2(2)↓↓↓



Philosophy of Nature I-E2(2)

 [Course requirements]
None

 [Evaluation methods and policy]
Short quizzes and a final paper.

 [Textbooks]
No textbook. There will be class handouts for each meeting.

 [Study outside of class (preparation and review)]
There will be several reading assignments - students will have to read a short text before class and prepare 
comments.

 [Other information (office hours, etc.)]
 


