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Contemporary human societies are marked by their vibrant and dynamic populations, encompassing
individuals born in one nation yet residing in another. This course introduces contemporary global migration
trends and the diverse circumstances of people who relocate and settle in foreign countries. As a seminar-
based course, it aimsto enrich students understanding of human migration patterns, with a particular focus
on the Asia-Pacific, Southeast Asia, and other global regions. Through interactive learning, students will
explore and analyze the multifaceted aspects of human movement and its impact across the world.
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On this course, astudents will receive critical introduction as to why people move, examine current issues that
compel movement, and stimulate discussion between students on the various ways in which migration issues
affect our everyday life. Each week consists of a brief lecture based on readings (and some class notes)
followed by class discussion and group exercises. The main purpose isto give students a critical introduction
to the way present day globalization processes affect the lives of migrants, immigrants and refugees and
stimulate critical thinking on the human dimensions of movement.

[ ]

Week 1. Overview

Week 2. Who isa Migrant?

Week 3. Global Migration in the 21st Century

Week 4. Statel essness. Causes and Consequences (1)

Week 5. Statel essness. Causes and Consequences (2)

Week 6. The International Refugee Regime

Week 7. Documentary screening & Discussion

Week 8. Climate Change and Migration

Week 9. Media Constructions of Refugees, Migrants and Asylum Seekers
Week 10. Managing Migration (1): Singapore Case

Week 11. Documentary Screening and Discussion

Week 12. Caring for the Future: Highly Skilled Migrant Workers

Week 13. Managing Migration (2): Migrant Care Under the Global Pandemic
Week 14. Who Benefits from Migration?

Week 15. Re-cap
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Students are expected to actively engage in discussions, complete assigned readings essential for informed
participation, and submit concise reflection essays. This course has a strong emphasis on class dialogue so it
ismandatory for students to possess proficient English language skills for effective communication with
peers (minimum TOEFL I TP score of 550)
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Thefinal semester grade will be decided upon by short reports to questions in the syllabus (35%)
participation in class lectures (35%) and ajoint group project (30%) to be submitted at the end of the course.
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Each week will consist of materials to be prepared in advance for class discussion.
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This course restricts student enrollment by 25. Students should have a high speaking level in English to
participate in class discussions.




