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This course aims to provide an overview of the principle approaches, concepts and schools of law (legal
positivists, natural law theorists, legal realists and critical theorists) in contemporary legal theory. In this
respect, the course will cover topics such as the nature of law, fundamental questions concerning the concept
of justice, the links between law and morality, and the principles of legal reasoning.

[ ]

The course is intended to equip students with the basic framework that will enable them to have abasic
understanding about several influential legal theories and their arguments about law, a ongside with the main
methodological, ontological and normative questions concerning law and its legitimacy.

[ ]

1.Introduction: The nature of jurisprudence and the meaning of law
2.The sources of law and legal systems
3.Legal norms and normative systems
4.The methods of legal argumentation
5.The methods of legal interpretation
6.Natural law and morality
7.Classical legal positivism (Jeremy Bentham and John Austin)
8.Contemporary legal positivism (Hans Kelsen, H.L.A. Hart, Joseph Raz)
9.The legal philosophy of Ronald Dworkin
10.Legal realism (In general)
11.Legal realism (Marxist theories of law and state)
12. American realism
13.The Scandinavian realists
<Final Exam>
14.Appraisal
15.Feedback
*|n order to facilitate the progress
of the students and especially considering the actual composition of the class, the instructor reserves the right
to make dlight adjustments on the weekly schedule.

[ ]

Students must be proficient in English. However, supplementary explanation of technical termswill be given
in

simple Englishiin class. It is also desirable that the students are willing to explore abstract concepts and
ingtitutions. Critical thinking skillsisamust.

[ ]

Students are expected to have read the given materials in advance each week before the classes, so that they
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regarding the covered topics at the end of the semester ( 70% of the final grade).

[ ]

Instead of a single textbook to be followed, handouts etc. will be distributed each week.

[ ]

Raymond Wacks  Understanding Jurisprudence -An Introduction to Legal Theory- Sixth Edition

Oxford University Press  1SBN:978-01-98-86467-7

Michael Freeman Lloyd's Introduction to Jurisprudence - Sth edition Sweet & Maxwell 1SBN:978-
04-14-02672-8

[ ]

Students are expected to have read the given materials in advance each week before the classes, aswell asto
review the covered topics afterwards.
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