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 [授業の概要・目的]
The purpose of this course is to provide an overview of Japanese legal system by introducing main fields, 
concepts and institutions of law. Through examples taken from everyday life in modern-day Japanese society, 
the course aims to set up a bridge between somewhat ambiguous legal concepts and their numerous concrete 
applications. Modern Japanese law is often categorized under the civil law tradition with six main codes, 
which were greatly influenced by Germany, to a lesser extent by France and also adapted to Japanese 
circumstances. After exploring the main fields of law and identifying corollaries in real life issues, at the end 
of this course the students will have a basic grasp on many legal relationships that they already had and will 
continue to encounter in modern-day Japanese society.

 [到達目標]
The course is intended to equip students with the basic framework to reflect upon various cultural phenomena 
from a legal perspective and also raise their legal awareness with respect to the daily interactions that they 
either personally have or observe through different means such as media.

 [授業計画と内容]
1. Introduction, Methodology
2. The Concept of Law, Main Legal Traditions, Main Fields of Law
3. Modern Law of Japan: Periods of development and foreign influences
4. Public Law: Constitutional Law; Administrative Law
5. Civil Law: Law of Persons; Family Law
6. Civil Law: Property Law; Succession Law
7. Civil Law: Law of Obligations
8. Civil Law: Law of Obligations
9. Commercial and Corporate Law
10. Anti-Trust Law
11. Intellectual Property Law
12. Penal Law
13. Procedural Law
<Final Exam>
14. Appraisal 
15. Feedback
*In order to facilitate the progress of the students and especially considering the actual composition of the 
class, the instructor reserves the right to make slight adjustments on the weekly schedule.
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 [履修要件]
Students must be proficient in English. However, supplementary explanation of technical terms will be given 
in simple English in class.  Since the course is primarily about Japanese law, it is also desirable that the 
students are willing to explore legal concepts and institutions.

 [成績評価の方法・観点]
Students are expected to have read the given materials in advance each week before the classes, so that they 
can actively engage in discussions where possible (%30 of the final grade). There will be one final exam 
regarding the covered topics at the end of the semester ( 70% of the final grade).

 [教科書]
Instead of a single textbook to be followed, handouts etc. will be distributed each week.
 [参考書等]
  （参考書）
Wilhelm R#246hl (Ed.) 『History of Law in Japan Since 1868 』（Brill）ISBN:978-90-04-13164-4 
Hiroshi Oda 『Japanese Law』（Oxford University Press）ISBN:978-01-98-86947-4

 [授業外学修（予習・復習）等]
Students are expected to have read the given materials in advance each week before the classes, as well as to 
review the covered topics afterwards.

 [その他（オフィスアワー等）]
 


