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Students will be introduced to issues surrounding scientific writing and presenting. Topics will include how
to avoid the most common errors of expression (written and oral), through the use of examples and
opportunities to practice. Focus will be on how to structure a scientific report and to write concisely in
English, with help from real-life examples. Teaching will include open discussions and an opportunity for
students to participate in a mini-symposium as both presenters and audience members.
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Students completing the course will have improved knowledge of the structure of scientific papers and
presentations, as well as clearer ideas of what to do and what not to do to write or present successfully in
English.
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1. Introduction and Aims of Scientific Writing

2. Good Scientific Writing

3. Common Errorsin Scientific English

4. Scientific Papers. Structure and Function

5. Citations and Reference Style

6. Scientific Misconduct

7. Punctuation, Ambiguity, Active and Passive Voice and CV Writing
8. Asking Questions, Predictions and Hypotheses

9. Poster Presentations: Good and Bad

10. Verbal and Non-verbal Skillsfor Oral Presentations
11. Mini-Symposium: Student Oral Presentations

12. The Process of Getting Published

13. Writing Exercises

14. Course Review

15. Course Feedback

Note: The contents of specific lectures may change.
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Evaluation will be based on class participation (20%), a short oral presentation (10%) and afinal written
exam (70%).
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Class notes/slides will be distributed.
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Students are expected to review the class hand-outs after each class.
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