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In this class we will think about the problem of what it means to do philosophy in Japan. To do this we need
to think about the difference between " Japanese philosophy,” "philosophy in Japan,” and "thought” ( ).
The focus of the seminar will be Japanese philosophy in the 20th century, especially the Kyoto-school.

[ ]

In this class, students will learn to

-critically reflect on the universality of philosophy

-recognize the main ideas of Japanese philosophy in the 20th century
-reconstruct the arguments of the different authors
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Session 1: Guidance, Nishida Kitaro
Session 2: Nishida Kitaro

Session 3: Nishida Kitaro

Session 4: Watsuji Tetsuro

Session 5: Watsuji Tetsuro

Session 6: Miki Kiyoshi

Session 7: Miki Kiyoshi

Session 8: Tosaka Jun

Session 9: Tosaka Jun

Session 10: Women philosophers and Feminism
Session 11: Tanaka Mitsu

Session 12: Tanaka Mitsu

Session 13: Japanese Aesthetics
Session 14: Japanese Aesthetics
Exam

Session 15: Feedback
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--Class policies--

Attendance:

Regular and punctual attendance is strongly encouraged. Students will be tested on material discussed in class
aswell as material from course readings. If students miss class, they are expected to borrow notes from
another student. Students should make a sincere effort to understand the missed material before contacting the
instructor. It is very important that you read the assigned texts BEFORE class. Otherwise, it will be difficult
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willing to help students understand the material, but is not willing to give a second lecture to those who miss
class.

Course Readings:

Students are expected to complete all required readings for class and assignments, and should come to class
familiar with the course material to be discussed. It is possible that the order of the readings may be changed,
or that some materials may be omitted or added to the reading schedule. Any changes in the reading schedule
will be announced in advance.

There are OBLIGATORY readings and OPTIONAL readings.

I will NOT upload my slides. Please take notes.

Evaluation:
We will have regular quizzes on PANDA. These will be simple comprehension questions.
The final exam will consist of similar questions and will be given in person.
I will expect you to be physically and mentally present for each session. | also expect you to participatein
class. Participation includes active class participation.

Normally, each quiz will be worth 10 points.

Quizzes will count toward your final grade.

The final exam isworth 60% of your grade. If you do not take the final exam, you will not pass the course!
(If you are unable to take the exam for health reasons, you may make up the exam, but you must notify mein
advance).

Class participation and some small assignments count as extra credit. This means that you can get extra credit
for class participation (including asking questions) and other small assignments.

What todo if | don’ t understand?

If you don't understand something, ask. Thisis an introductory course and in English, so it is normal not to
understand some things at first. If you do not understand aword in English, ask the teacher or TA.
Philosophical texts are difficult at first. Y ou will have to read them more than once. If you don't understand,
ask! That's the point. Y ou can contact me anytime.

[ ]

Introduced during class.
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Students should read and prepare atext for each class.
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Whenever possible, materials in Japanese will also be provided together with the materialsin English.




