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Thetopic of this course is "Narrative Art in Ancient China," and it focuses on artistic productions with
narrative content. In other words, it will explore works of art that illustrate stories. These stories may
originate from religious backgrounds or be derived from legends, myths, or literature. As we trace the
historical evolution of Chinese art, we will examine various forms of narrative art and the diverse methods
employed by artists to convey notions of time and space. These methods may vary based on factors such as
cultural background, aesthetic preferences, and the intended function of the art objects, among others.
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The course aims to enabl e students to develop art historical skillsfor identifying subjects and content in
ancient Chinese art while fostering a broader understanding of the artistic production process within the
historical and cultural context of the period under examination.
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1. General introduction to the course
2. Modes of narration in art (1)
3. Modes of narration in art (1)
4. Narration in Chinese art
5. Time and space in Chinese art
6. Chinese visual narratives (I): Mythological stories
7. Chinese visual narratives (11): Historical narratives and exemplar biographies
8. Chinese visual narratives (111): poetic narratives
9+10. Museum visit (equivalent to two classes and scheduled for aweekend day in November)
11. Buddhist narratives (1): Jataka and avadana stories (previous lives of the Buddha)
12. Buddhist narratives (11): Buddhaslife stories
13. Buddhist narratives (111): Buddha slife stories
14. Summary of the course
Final examination
15. Feedback (upon request)
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No specia prerequisites. A general knowledge on the history of China, although not compulsory, is
recommended.
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Attendance and participation are required.

Evaluation is determined by the following components:

Preparation and participation in class activities, as well as active engagement in class discussions (20%);
Participation in the museum excursion and related activities, including the submission of a short report (30%);
Performance on the final exam (50%).
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The relevant literature will be announced in class, and additional learning materials will be made available on
PandA.
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Thorp, R. and Vinograd, R.  Chinese Art and Culture Harry N. Abrams 1SBN:0130889695
Reference books are accessible at the Kyoto University libraries. Additional materials will be supplied during
the course.
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Students will be provided with the relevant literature of the topic taught for reviewing the lessons.

Class activities may necessitate prior preparation or subsequent follow-up, often including small research
assignments or readings for in-class discussion.

As part of the course, there is an excursion for amuseum visit, typically scheduled on aweekend day in
November or December (either a Sunday or a Saturday, depending on the museum). This excursion usually
takes about 2 to 3 hours, and the exact date will be announced in class. Please note that this excursion is
equivalent to two class sessions and entails the submission of a short report.

Final exam preparation is based on provided materials and class notes.
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Recelving hours for students: by appointment.

Students participating in the museum visit should have the "Personal Accident Insurance for Students
Pursuing Education and Research” ( ) coverage. For the museum visit, students
are responsible for their transportation expenses.




