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The problem of what constitutes afair and just society has been arecurring topic not only for philosophers
and lawyers but for human beings in general throughout history. The first half of this course introduces the
main theories of justice devel oped both within and without the Western milieu taking a historical and a
multicultural angle. The second half of this course deals with Human Rights both as a model of justice and as
an international standard. The philosophical foundations of the notion of human rights, as well asits criticism,
will be addressed from the perspective of contemporary thinkers from different schools by also considering
the problem of the universalism-relativism dilemma. Moreover, issues concerning the efficacy of the
instrument, both from an international and a constitutional point of view, will also be addressed to provide a
comprehensive frame (philosophical, legal and political) for the students.

[ ]

- to enable students to develop acritical approach to Justice and Human Rights.
- to provide students with instruments to critically assess compliance with international standards of Justice
and Human Rights.

[ ]

1. Introduction

2. Justice: ahistorical & terminological problem
3. Justice: classical approaches |

4. Justice: classical approaches |

5. Justice: contemporary approaches |

6. Justice: contemporary approaches||

7. Human Rights: a conceptual introduction
8. Human Rights: philosophical foundations |
9. Human Rights: philosophical foundations 11
10. Human Rights in Muslim thought

11. Human Rights in Buddhist thought

12. Human Rights in Hindu thought

13. Human Rights in Confucianism

14. Human Rights: latest developments

15. Human Rights: efficacy and indicators.

The order of the lessons and the implementation of the syllabus may change according to the actual
development of the classes.
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Proficiency in the English language is required.
Some philosophical background is desirable.

[ ]

Students are expected to read and prepare materials for discussions every week, aswell asto make
presentations before the class.

They will submit reports on the texts covered or afinal essay, which will constitute 70% of the final grade.

Active participation and engagement in the sessions will constitute 30% of the final grade.

[ ]

No single specific textbook will be followed. Specific papers and materials will be distributed each week.
[ ]

RhonaK.M. Smith  Textbook on International Human Rights 1SBN:978-0198746218
Students in need of areference book may resort to the one here included.

[ ]

Students are required to prepare texts for discussion on aweekly basis and be ready to present and discuss
such material in class. They are also expected to critically reflect upon the addressed and discussed issues
after class.

[ ]

Students may ask for an appointment and/or address their questions via e-mail.




