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Sustainability transitions have been paid greater attention as we recognize that new technology can
completely address net-zero carbon emissions, zero plastic leakage, and nature-positive. Rather, they are long-
term radical system transformations or co-evolution of technology, infrastructure, institutions, organizations,
economy society, and cognition. In the process, niches and innovations emerge while the incumbent declines.
The conflicts of interest generate confrontation between them, affecting the direction and speed of transitions.

Conducting a case study to understand the process from confrontation to coopetition would help students be
equipped with tips to act as transition actors and intermediaries.

Against this backdrop, this course aims to acknowledge various aspects of sustainability transition research
and master the transition model canvas as an analytical method for a case study.
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1) Acknowledge the holistic picture of sustainability transition research/

2) Master the transition model canvasto apply it for your case study/ 1
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A series of lecturesis given on severa aspects of sustainability transitions in the first half. Students will
organize groups to employ the transition model canvas to analyze contestation in atransition process between
niche innovators and incumbents within and across sectors, regions, and countries of a case they choose in the
latter half. They are to present the results of case studies, incorporating feedback to finalize a manuscript in
line with the academic writing method as a writing assignment.




Contents/

1. Sustainability transition: An introduction and illustrations/
2. Visioning a sustainable future/

3. Multi-level perspective/

4. Just transition/

5. Geopolitics of sustainability transitions/

6. Transition model canvas/

7. Group/individual presentation/

8. Tips for academic writing/
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It is desirable to take or have taken the lecture on the Global Environmental Policy and Economics given at
the GES or (undergraduate level of) lecture(s) on environmental economics, environmental policy, and
environmental sociology in other schools or universities.
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Evaluation is made based on (group) presentation (50%) and (group) writing assignment (50%). Students
qualify for evaluation when they make significant contributions to the presentation and writing assignments.
Active participation in the classis positively counted on.

50% 50%
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Gliedt, T., Larson, K.  Sustainability in Transition: Principles for Developing Solutions Routledge, 2018
ISBN:9781138690134 Useful to understand the overall story of sustainability transitions

Kohler, J. etal. Anagendafor sustainability transitions research: State of the art and future directions

2019

an Rijnsoever, F.J, Leendertse, J. A practical tool for analyzing socio-technical transitions 2020
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Students are highly recommended to obtain Google accounts in advance so that they can do group work on
the Google Workspace. Group work can be conducted after the class.
google workspace google account







