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This course provides a critical introduction to how we experience gender in different societal contexts. It
explores the various social and cultural contexts within which we make sense of and talk about Gender taking
examples from the 20th/21st century Asia-Pacific region. We will draw on comparative material from other
places around the globe as well.
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The broad goal of this course isto introduce to students to the broad diversity of gender experiences available
intoday’ shighly globalized societies. In particular, the course will give students an analytical framework to
contextualize this gender diversity and its continual transformation over the past couple of centuriesto situate
their own experiences. At the end of the course, students will have increased ability to give balanced
consideration to the expression of individual gendered points of view and sexual orientation in different
cultural contexts.
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Week 1. Introduction and Overview of the Course

Week 2. Mapping Gender

Week 3. Untangling Gender: The Nature/Culture Debate

Week 4. Plural Co-existence in Southeast Asia

Week 5. Plural Co-existence in Southeast Asia: Indonesia

Week 6. Plural Co-existence in Southeast Asia: Myanmar

Week 7. National Discourses and the Construction of Gender in Japan

Week 8. Gendering Citizens. Conceptualising the national household in Japan
Week 9. "I am aHerbivore" Discourses of masculinity in Contemporary Japan
Week 10. Corporeal Shaping: Gender, Health and Discipline

Week 11. From Entertainer to Carer? Gender, Care and Migration

Week 12. The Gender See-saw: Inequality/Equality (1)

Week 13. The Gender See-saw: Inequality/Equality (2)

Week 14. Final Group Discussions

Week 15. Recap
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Students should be able to participate in discussions, do readings (required for participation), and submit
short reflection pieces.

This course is heavily geared toward discussion works so students are required to have a good command of
English (TOEFL ITPscore  550).
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Thefinal semester grade will be decided upon by participation in class lectures (short assignments and
attendance) (65%) and a written essay (35%) to be submitted at the end of the course.
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Articles and Audiovisual materials will be provided for this course and available to access from the first week
in ashared folder.
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Each week will consist of materials to be prepared in advance for class discussion. Students are responsible
for printing materials.
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Office hours are on Mondays and Tuesday, 4th period.
This course restricts student enrollment by 25.




