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Sociology can be briefly defined as the science of social interactions, social behaviors, and society. These
concepts cover various subthemes such as institutions, power, organizations, stratification, etc, which make
sociology avery challenging social science. This lecture presents and discusses the main topics, theories,
concepts, and authors in the field of sociology, and provides students with the knowledge and tools to
understand the evolution of our contemporary societies and of our everyday behaviors.
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The objective is to familiarize students with the main concepts in sociology, in order to be able to understand
and analyze the evolutions of contemporary societies. The students will examine various dimensions of
societies through the confrontation with real-life sociological problems and the discussion of many case
studies, having then a broad introduction to the study of social behaviors. Students will acquire a knowledge
and ability to enrich their understanding of social phenomena that both shape and are outgrowths of our
behaviors, and for some of them the basis to pursue the learning of social sciences at university.
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Week 1. Introduction

Week 2. Research Method

Week 3. Subjectivity, objectivity

Week 4. Socialization and Social Interaction
Week 5. Social Stratification and Mobility
Week 6. Culture and its Social Functions
Week 7. Review Class

Week 8. Capitalism, Economy, and Work
Week 9. Organizations & Institutions
Week 10. Inequality and Social Structure
Week 11. Deviance and Control

Week 12. Race and Ethnicity

Week 13. Gender Studies

Week 14. Conclusions
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The lectures will be delivered in English. It is not required to have already studied Sociology, but students
should have an interest in the phenomenathat shape and modify our contemporary societies.
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Final report (70%), class attendance (30%)
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During each class, the first ten-fifteen minutes are dedicated to the review of the previous class. Students are
asked to prepare each lesson on aweekly basis.
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Students should email the teacher to make an appointment.
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