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The outbreak of the First World War in 1914 ended the Concert of Europe which had dominated international
relations in the nineteenth century. The fallout from this conflict created new and competing international
orders which shaped the history of the rest of the twentieth century. Indeed, many of the issues facing us
today can trace their origins to the First World War, such aswar in Ukraine, conflict in the Middle East, and
weaknesses in the international order. The main purpose of this course is to help us to understand the impact
of the First World War on modern history. To do this the courseis split in two sections; one dedicated to
understanding the history of the First World War and one dedicated to connecting the war to eventsin the
twentieth century and beyond.
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This course has 3 main objectives

1. To understand how the First World War shaped the history of the twentieth century.

2. To understand how events in the twentieth century impact us today.

3. To read and analyze English language primary source documents and academic articles.
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The course timetable will develop asfollows:
1 Intro: The World in the Nineteenth Century

The First World War

2 The Outbreak of War

3 Home Front and Battle front

4 The War in Palestine

5 The Russian Revolution

6 The War and Empire

7 Creating a New International Order

The Post-First World War

8 The Birth of Fascism

9 The Second World War

10 Decolonization: Empire after WWII
11 The Cold War: Vietnam

12 Staying Neutral in The Cold War
13 1998: Africa's World War
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14 Review: The Shadow of the Twentieth Century
15 Exam
16 Feedback
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Evaluation is based on the following:
Active participation in class 20%
Assignments 30%

End of Term exam 50%

- Those who are absent from four classes or more without good reason will not pass.
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Students will be given primary source material and academic textsto prepare for each class.
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Students will read and answer questions on an academic article and a primary source document each week to
prepare for in class discussion.
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