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What is the relationship between “ thinking” and“ nature” ? This course will treat representative
approaches that respond to this question in the wake of Kant” srevolution in philosophy.

In the aftermath of Kant’ s attempt to determine the rules of thinking about nature, there was an explosion of
interest in taking nature very seriously as an object of philosophical thought. Post-Kantian thinkers saw
themselves as trying to complete Kant’ s project by radicalizing his approach. In later generations, in Europe
aswell as Japan, their ideas would become crucial for rethinking what it means to think about nature.
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Students who successfully complete this course will reach the following attainment goals:
1) competently discuss approaches to thinking about nature in the aftermath of Kant;
2) analyze and evaluate philosophical texts.
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The following is the planned course schedule. Please note that this schedule may be subject to change.

Session 1 - Course introduction

Session 2 - The Kantian aftermath

Session 3 - Fichte: The not-I

Session 4 - Schelling: Living nature

Session 5 - DISCUSSION SESSION: Issuesin Fichte and Schelling
Session 6 - Hegel, |: The critique of Fichte and Schelling
Session 7 - Hegel, I1: The concept of life and absolute method
Session 8 - Hegel, 111 The philosophy of nature

Session 9 - DISCUSSION SESSION: Issuesin Hegel

Session 10 - Weber: Disenchantment

Session 11 - Watsuji Tetsuro: Making a home

Session 12 - Heidegger: Homesickness

Session 13 - DISCUSSION SESSION: Issues in disenchantment
Session 14 - Review: Thinking and nature

<Final Exam>

Session 15 - Feedback
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Philosophy of Nature | is not arequirement for taking this course; however, students are expected to have
some familiarity with reading and writing about philosophical texts.
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GRADE EVALUATION METHOD

Philosophy of Nature II-E2(2) L




Philosophy of Nature II-E2(2)

Criterion #2: Comment sheets (20%)
Criterion #3: Final exam (50%)
= 100% Total Possible

ATTENDANCE

Attendance is strongly encouraged. If students missaclass, it istheir responsibility to review material for the
final exam.

Students must attend discussion sessions to receive credit for Criterion #1, and regular attendance of lectures
is necessary for full credit for Criterion #2.
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Assigned readings will be uploaded on PandA. Students are expected to come to lectures prepared, having
read the assigned texts. Most of the works that we will treat are dense, but the lectures aim to demystify the
contents and encourage active reflection.

Regular reading and reflection play a central role in ensuring successful discussion sessions and setting afirm
foundation for the final exam.
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