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[Overview and purpose of the course]

In this class, both Japanese and international students will be introduced to and exchange views on Japanese
language and cultures. We define culture broadly in this class to include socia conditions and problemsin
Japanese society.

L earning about Japanese culture together will alow students of all backgrounds to rediscover their own
cultures and develop new perspectives regarding languages, cultures and socia conditionsintoday’ s global
contexts.

[Course objectives]

To gain understanding of diverse viewpoints and develop various perspectives on Japanese language and
culturesincluding social conditions and issues as well as on international students'  cultures

To be able to introduce various aspects of Japanese language, cultures including social conditions and
issues through presentations

To learn presentation method and how to actively join discussions

[Course schedule and contents)]
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When people from different cultural backgrounds meet, it offers an opportunity not only to exchange views,
but also to introduce and reflect on aspects of one’ s own culture and society. Consciously learning about a
culture and discussing it with others leads to deeper understanding and a better ability to explain elements of
that culture. In thisway, this courseis beneficial for both international and Japanese students.

The class consists of lectures and seminars as well as discussions and student presentations. We will examine
Japanese language and culture from a variety of angles and share views among classmates from various
cultural and social backgrounds

1(1) Guidance [Kawai, Han]

Part |:

Overview of lectures 1(2)-7

Lectures. Characteristics of Japanese language and language teaching
Seminars:Working in groups composed of international and Japanese students.

1(2) [Kawai]
Lecture:Introduction

2 [Kawai]
Lecture: Basic aspects of Japanese
Seminar: Discussion and preparing for your presentation (1)

3 [Kawai]
Lecture: Basics of Japanese teaching methods
Seminar: Discussion and preparing for your presentation (2)

4 [Kawali]
L ecture: Japan culture through Japanese language education
Seminar: Discussion and preparing for your presentation (3)
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5, 6 [Kawal, Han]
Seminar: Presentation rehearsal and feedback

7 [Kawai, Han]
Final Presentation

Part |: Lectures8 15
Socia scientific approach toward Japanese culture and society in the global context

8 and 9 [Han]

Lecture: Definitions of "culture" and comparative studies

Characteristics of Japanese culture and society- Attitude toward challenge and failure,
Seminar: Discussion and preparing for your presentation (1) (2)

8 and 9 [Han|

Lecture: Definitions of "culture" and comparative studies

Characteristics of Japanese culture and society- Creativeness and innovation
Seminar: Discussion and preparing for your presentation (3)(4)

12,13 [Han, Kawai]
Seminar: Presentation rehearsal and feedback

14 [Han, Kawal]
Presentation for Part I1: Either in Japanese or English

Feedback [Han, Kawai]

[Course requirements]

PPT
N4 CEFRA2

If there are beginner-level Japanese students among the participants, the class will be conducted mainly in
English.

However, if Japaneseis not your first language, for smooth understanding of the class, it is desirable for
students to have completed Japanese language classes of Elementary level or higher*.
PPT dlides may be written in Japanese only, or in both Japanese and English.
*Have mastered JLPT N4, CEFR A2 level or higher.

[Evaluation methods and policy]

30 70

Participation 30 , "Reports, assignments, and presentations’ (70%).
Details will be announced in class.
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[Textbooks]

Handouts
[References, etc.]

References, etc.

Readings for each week will be handed out in class.
The following books will be our basic guides throughout the course.
Part |: 2 2011 3 [Endoh, Orie, ” Nihongo-kyoiku o
manabu” , 2011] (Abridged trangations in English will be provided.)

2003 1 [Kinsui, Satoshi, “ Virtual-Nihongo Y akuwarigo no Nazo” , 2003]
(Abridged trandations in English will be provided.)
2018 3 [Kondoh, Atsuko, “ * Nihongo-rashisa no Bunpo” , 2018] (Abridged translationsin
English will be provided.) 2011 3
[Sadanobu, Toshiyuki, “ Nihongo-shakai Nozokikyarakuri” , 2011] (Abridged tranglations in English will
be provided.) Kingston, Jeff (ed) (2013), Critical Issuesin Contemporary Japan, Routledge., Part I1:To be
announced in class.

[Study outside of class (preparation and review)]

To prepare for presentation(s), you will be asked to submit several assignments and short reports step by step.
Y our active participation is expected.

[Other information (office hours, etc.)]

XXX
XXX

(1) Although this class was designed for students who plan to study abroad, all local and international
students who want to learn about Japanese language and cultures from various different perspectives are
welcome.

(2) Thisclassis recommended for the local students who are planning to participate in the short-term study
abroad programs, ("Seminar for Multicultural
Studies: Watch, Listen and Learn @ XXX"). XXX=Hong Kong, Indonesia, Thailand, Mainland China,
Vietnam, Taiwan, Korea, Barcelona, and Kyaoto.

(3) Thisclassis one of the "recommended classes’ for international exchange students.
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