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[Overview and purpose of the course]

The main purpose of this course isto address the phenomenon of climate change from avariety of angles,
using the IPCC 6th Assessment Reports (Summary for Policymakers) as a base for learning, reflection, and
discussion.

Along the semester, we will be using the three IPCC Working Group reports:

WG I: The physical science basis,

WG Il Impacts, adaptation, and vulnerability, and

WG Il1: Mitigation of climate change.

This course encourages students to develop self-learning skills and English expression skills, through
assigned self-directed group discussions and presentations.

[Course objectives]

To gain knowledge regarding the current understanding of the scientific basis of the global warming issue,
and some of the perspectives for adaptation and mitigation.

[Course schedule and contents)]

1. Detailed orientation (1 week) “ Preparation to understand the class’
Short self-introduction from each lecturer
Identification of each part of the class as independent and expertise area
Description of the class outline and objectives
Schedule, assignments, evaluation, textbooks/references, ...

2. General introduction (1 week) “ Fundamental perspectives on global changes based on the IPCC reports”
General Q& A session about global changes
Group composition
we expect six groups (about 5 students/group) working through each theme and re-shuffling
to ensure a good balance of nationality, background, and gender within each group
Self-introduction of all students
3.~6. Theme 1 (4 weeks) “ The physical science basis of global warming”
Week 1: short lecture by Zwingmann, and the commencement of group work
Week 2: group work (preparation of presentation)
Week 3 & 4. group presentations and discussions (25 min x 3 groups x 2 weeks)
Feedback will be given at the end of the presentation sessions (15 min)
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7.~10. Theme 2 (4 weeks) “ Impacts, adaptation and vulnerability”
Week 1: short lecture by Lahournat, and the commencement of group work
Week 2: group work (preparation of presentation)
Week 3 & 4: group presentations and discussions (25 min x 3 groups x 2 weeks)
Feedback will be given at the end of the presentation sessions (15 min)

11.~14. Theme 3 (4 weeks) “ Mitigation of climate change”
Week 1: short lecture by Kantoush, and the commencement of group work
Week 2: group work (preparation of presentation)
Week 3 & 4: group presentations and discussions (25 min x 3 groups x 2 weeks)
Feedback will be given at the end of the presentation sessions (15 min)

15. Feedback (1 week) “ Closing session”
General discussion: remarks and comments by all
Final remarks

[Course requirements]

None

[Evaluation methods and policy]

Assessment for the class will base on the following four criteria:

1. Class attendance/active participation in the group work (40%),

2. Group presentations for the three Themes (40%), and

3. Individual report for one of the three Themes (20%).

Details on each criterion will be announced during the first week of class.

[Textbooks]

Not used
No textbook. Use the pdf files of the IPCC WG reports, which will be available on PandA.
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[Study outside of class (preparation and review)]

Students are expected to read the recommended resources for each WG report, to be able to actively
participate during discussion.

To prepare for each presentation, students may need to meet with their group in between sessions, outside the
classtime.

[Other information (office hours, etc.)]

m The expected number of studentsis about 30, distributed across 6 groups of about 5 students each. Priority
will be givento the ILAS International Education Program students (compulsory credits) and the Kyoto iUP
students enrolled in the programs, with any remaining slots open to other students.

m Students are expected to bring their own computer device (laptop, tablet, etc.).

m Regarding office hours, use PandA to send an e-mail to request an appointment.




