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[Overview and purpose of the course]

The purpose of Academic Discussion isto equip learners with the necessary communication skills to engage
with the academic community, expand their intellectual interests, and improve critical thinking skills. Current
topics from the humanities, social sciences and natural sciences will be explored from an interdisciplinary
perspective with a primary emphasis on academic speaking and listening. Students will be expected to
express their ideas in various types of settings (i.e. group discussion, debate, presentations) and prepare for
these exchanges by listening to and viewing audio and video materials outside of class.

A central part of this course will be group discussions. Therefore, active participation of studentsis crucial to
the success of this course. Regarding academic speaking, students are expected to exercise their ability to
express their views in discussions and debate, as well as improve comprehensibility through pronunciation
practice. Regarding academic listening, students are expected to perform self-directed listening tasks using
various types of audio and video recordings. These materials will be used to provide additional information to
feed in-class discussions. Presentations will be considered in the assessment of students for the completion of
this course.

[Course objectives]

By the end of this course, students will be able to:

-initiate and maintain a conversation

-articulate a complete idea relating to a specified topic

-respond to other classmates' ideas and opinions

-manage a conversation in various settings using discussion strategies, such as agreeing/disagreeing, asking
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for clarification, changing the topic, etc.

-present and support opinionsin alogical manner

-paraphrase an ideain order to clarify or verify information

-oraly summarize ideas from in-class discussions and listening materials
-demonstrate comprehension through verbal and non-verbal cuesin conversation
-identify the purpose of statements and supporting information in oral discourse

[Course schedule and contents)]

The course will cover both student-selected and teacher-sel ected topics. Classes will rotate between student-
led discussions and specialized lectures prepared by the instructor. The order and number of classes for each
topic will depend on student enrollment and progression in the course.

1 - Introduction and course overview

2 - Listening strategies & practices

3 - Discussion strategies & practices

4 - Topic specific discussions

5 - Topic specific discussions

6 - Topic specific discussions

7 - Student-led discussions

8 - Student-led discussions

9 - Student-led discussions

10 - Student-led discussions

11 - Panel discussion preparation & Presentation workshop
12 & 13 - Panel discussion presentations
14 - Review and course wrap-up

15 - Feedback

[Course requirements]

None

[Evaluation methods and policy]

Evaluation will be based on active participation in class (30%), listening participation (outside of class) (20%
), speaking assessment (15%), performance self-assessment (20%), presentations (15%)

The speaking assessment format will be determined based on student enrolment. Presentations will be in the
form of agroup panel discussion to allow students to practice conference-like presentation skills.

[Textbooks]

Not used

[Study outside of class (preparation and review)]

Students are required to listen to assigned and self-selected materials outside of class, reflect and comment on
the themes presented in these materials, and prepare discussion points for in-class participation. Relevant
materials will be made available to students through email as the course progresses.

[Other information (office hours, etc.)]

Class correspondence will be viamailing list. Students are advised to use digital materials for work outside of
class. Instruction on use of digital materials will be given in the first few weeks of class.




