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[Overview and purpose of the course]

Thinking about the guestion concerning the mode of human existence in terms of the constructed human
environment requires us to engage with the question of space in which humans are allowed to exist. In this
class, | will arguethat it is one of the important topics in human sciences such as philosophy since the middle
of the 20th century. In order to exist, humans are required not only to be located in the spatial realm and to act
in interaction with other human beings but aso to create and maintain such a spatial realm by way of
engagement with the web of interaction with other persons. It was political philosopher Hannah Arendt who
defined the notion of the public as the condition for human interaction in terms of spatiality. The theoretical
understanding of the public space is requisite for the thought of human existence after the middle of the 20th
century. Y et, as the situation of the world has changed from the late 20th century to the 21st century, it
becomes apparent that we need to further develop the philosophical understanding of the spatiality of human
existence. In addition, in the adjacent realms such as modern architecture and contemporary art, the concern
with the notion of space hasincreased. So, the philosophical thinking about the spatiality of human existence
necessitates the concern with the practice and idea that is intrinsic to modern architecture and contemporary
art. In this class, we will consider the problem concerning the idea of spatiality of human existence by way of
engagement with the texts of the current philosophical discussions and practices of architecture and
contemporary art.
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[Course objectives]

The aim of thisclassisto learn various studies and practices concerning the flow of philosophical thought on
such themes as the spatiality of the human condition and its condition for the establishment and to understand
their contemporary significance in order to connect them with the development of the student’ sresearch
program.

[Course schedule and contents)]

1. Guidance, on the spatiality of human existence (first week)

2. Philosophical thought on the public space: On the philosophy of Hannah Arendt and its significancein the
contemporary situation (from second week to fifth week)

3. On the transformation of the condition for the consolidation of the human condition(in terms of the
guestion concerning the transformation of the urban space across the 21st century) (from sixth week to ninth
week)

4. The movement of thought and practice concerning the spatiality of human existence(with reference to the
current trends of the architecture and contemporary art) (from 10th week to 14th week)

5. Conclusion (15th week)

[Course requirements]
None

[Evaluation methods and policy]
30% 70%

With reference to the participation status in classes (30%) and report exam(70%)

[Textbooks]
Instructed during class
[References, etc.]

References, etc.
Introduced during class
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[Study outside of class (preparation and review)]

Nothing special. Yet, | recommend you to reread the text that | will give during the class.

[Other information (office hours, etc.)]




