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This course provides an introduction to STS. Science has played a significant role in history since antiquity.
Astronomy, Mathematics, Medicine and knowledge of nature were already the subject of systematic study
and writing before our era. However, if experimental science came to the fore in the modern era, with Galileo
as the hero of this new style of reasoning, how did the laboratory come into being? If taxonomy in the Natural
Sciences did not exist before Linn#233 in the 18th century, and if statistics did not take hold until the 19th
century with Qu#233telet, how did they change our relationship with the world and help shape the society we
live in today? What is evidence, a scientific paradigm? What is the history of scientific practices, scientific
controversies, and academic communities? Are there any relationships between physics and social sciences?
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To provide an introduction to history of science. Academic literature about the topic will also be explored in
order to better understand the field of Science and Technology Studies (STS).
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The method is historical and the pedagogy will be based on reading and on visual data: maps, photographs,
archives, etc. Relevant material is distributed in class.

1. Introduction to the history of science and STS

2. and 3. Writing and rationality

4. and 5. Scribes, engineers and physiciansin Antiquity

6. and 7. Encyclopaedias, geographers and merchants from Antiquity to Middle Ages
8. and 9. Renaissance humanists

10. and 11. Galileo, new mechanism, experimental science

12. and 13. Naturalism and evolutionism

14. Conclusion: Statistical reasoning style and other styles of scientific reasoning

[ ]
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Students are expected to actively participate to discussion and read material during class. Evaluation is based
on the following: Attendance and participation (30%) and test (70%).
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Classic texts willl be given to read. They will be discussed in the class. Students do not have homework
assignments. However, they are advised to take notes during class and to review the course material before
the final test.
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Office hours Tuesday and Friday 12:30-13:00
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