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Thisintensive lecture intends to give an overview of the history and the actual status of the European welfare
state It will not focus only on narrow legal topics but will show the development of the various systems,
which provide social security, as result of a European history, a specific mindset and idea of the relation
between individuals and society. The interdependencies between social security, the status of families, the
status of legal regulation and specific institutions will be shown. The crisis of welfare state, which is result of
economic, demographic and political developments maybe even will challenge democracy at all.
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Participants will: - get knowledge about history and development of socia security in European countries -
get knowledge about the methods of legal regulation and the types of institutions which provide social
security in Europe - get knowledge about the regulations of the European Union in order to harmonize 27
different social security systems- reflect legal and economic conditions of high developed socia security
systems and the problems to change levels of social security in times of bad economy - redlize the
interdependencies between social security and economic status, methods of production, development of
families and legal regulation - reflect the actual status of social security in Japan compared with Europe -
discuss the future of social security in societies, which face fundamental changes of decisive demographic
and economic figures.
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Course Schedule: Course will be held in five Blocks, each 3 units a 90 minutes. Contents Block 1: General
Introduction, European History as origin and reason of social security development, Philosophical aspects.
Block 2: different approaches: social insurance; welfare-state concepts: nordic, anglo-saxonian, continental,
mediterranian; economic aspects. Block 3: Fields of social security: health-care, occupational accidence,
unemployment, old age pension, long-term care. typical regulations in selected European countries. Block 4:
European level: Brief outline of Organization of European Union, methods of european regulation, principles
of coordination different socia security systems. Block 5: Social Security and intergenerational relations;
social security and family policy; social security and reproduction; social security, public debt and financial
stability.
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Language skills: average (approx. TOEFL iBT >40 or equivalent)
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Method: traditional lecture, class discussion
Evaluation: Participation in class discussions 40%, Presentation 30%, Written Exam 30%
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As preparation, participants are expected to read the introductory article that will be distributed in advance of
the course.

[ ]




