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If you are interested in linguistics and how linguists think about the Japanese language, then thisis the course
for you. This course is an introduction to scientific methods of understanding and analyzing the Japanese
language using the tools of linguistics. We will focus on the areas of phonetics, phonology, morphology,
syntax, semantics, and language change.

[ ]

By the end of this course, you will have gained a good understanding of the basic areas of study in linguistics-
-phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and language change--and how to use these tools to
understand and analyze the Japanese |language.

[ ]

The course schedule is divided into the following seven sections, each with a different theme. Exercises will
be regularly assigned to help you explore various descriptive and theoretical issues.

1. Introduction (about 2 weeks)
What is linguistics?; introduction to the Japanese language--its features, history, and genetic affiliation

2. Phonetics (about 2 weeks)
Describing consonants, vowels, accent

3. Phonology (about 3 weeks)
Phonemes, allophones, analyzing data sets, sequential voicing (rendaku), moras and syllables, describing
accent

4. Morphology (about 2 weeks)
Parts of speech categories, the morpheme and morpheme types, types of word formation, transitive and
intransitive verb pairs, nominalization

5. Syntax (about 2 weeks)
Constituency, word order, dislocation, scrambling, ellipsis, reflexive pronouns, passives

6. Semantics (about 1 week)
Tense and aspect, information structure

7. Language Change (about 2 weeks)
How the Japanese |anguage has changed over time
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Feedback (1 week)

Total 14 classes, 1 Feedback session
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This course does not require any prerequisite knowledge, although a basic familiarity with Japaneseis
preferable.
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Grades are based on attendance/class participation (30%), and assignments/exams (70%). Important: If you
miss four or more classes, you will not be given credit for the course.
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Relevant materials will be provided in class.

[ ]

Tsujimura, Natsuko  An Introduction to Japanese Linguistics, third edition Wiley Blackwell, 2014
|SBN:978-1-4443-3773-0

Shibatani, Masayoshi  The Languages of Japan Cambridge University Press, 1990 1SBN:978-0-521-
36918-3
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Exercises will be assigned on aweekly basis, and you will be expected to prepare sufficiently for each class.

[ ]

Office hours to be specified (check KULASIS). For questions about the course or to set up a meeting, email
me at catt.adam.7c@kyoto-u.ac.jp. Please include® Japanese Linguistics’ in the mail header and your full
name and student number in the email. Important: Make sure that you search for answers to questions
yourself before contacting me by email.
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