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Thisisan introductory undergraduate course, providing students a basic narrative of mgor turning points that
shaped modern Europe from the late 18th-century through the present, including the cause and the course of
the two world wars.

The purpose of this courseisto develop

(a) an understanding of some of the principle themes in modern Western
History, and

(b) an ability to analyze historical evidence and historical interpretation,
and

(c) an ability to express historical understanding verbally.
[ ]

One of the goals of this course isto help students to consider multiple accounts of historical eventsin order to
understand international relations from avariety of perspectives. Besides nurturing their English reading,
writing and communication skills, the ultimate goal of this course isto provide a platform for students to
discuss history in English.

[ ]

Week : Content

1: Introduction to the course and Overview

2/3: The French Revolution and Napoleon

4/5: The Industrial Revolution and Pax Britannica

6/7: World War |

8/9: Interwar period and the rise of Fascist Italy, Germany and Japan
10/11: World War 11
12/13: The Cold War

14: Post Cold War and the Contemporary Era

Final examination

15: Feedback & Summary of the Course

*Note: The schedule may change slightly depending on class requirements.
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There are no prerequisites. This courseis open to al students regardless of major. Enthusiasm and
willingness to participate and share ideas in class is necessary.

[ ]

A system of continuous evaluation will be adopted.
Students are expected to be physically and mentally present for each class, engage in discussions and/or
presentations and, submit written work in English as per instructions.
Note-taking is an essential element, slideswill NOT be uploaded.
Final grade will be based on the following:
30% Active participation and activity in class
70% Assignments/Exams

IMPORTANT:

1. Class participation is MANDATORY, unless special exemption is granted (e.g. for illness, other
conditions).

2. Absence from FOUR or more classes, will result in loss of credits for the course.

3. Tardiness (by 15 minutes or more) will be treated as absence.

4. Systematic tardiness and/or unexplained early departures will greatly reduce your attendance and
participation grade..

5. Final Exam isa MUST to pass the course.

[ ]

Reference materials and readings will be provided in class as per requirements.
Students will be expected to go through the handouts and bring them to class as per instruction.

[ ]

No prior knowledge of history is required. Students should be able to participate in discussions with their
classmates in English. All necessary out of class preparation announced in class is mandatory.

[ ]

Tuesdays 1:30-2:30 pm, and by appointment; email *in advance* to meet in person or set up remote meeting
(viaZoom) during office hours.
Please visit KULASISto find out about office hours.

Inclusivity & Classroom Behavior:

Please be respectful to everyone and everything in class.

I will remain mindful of the need to foster an inclusive academic environment and ask you to do the same. If
you have any specific needs related to accessibility, please discuss them with me, confidentially, as soon as
possible.

Academic Integrity:

Written work submitted throughout the course should adhere to the standards of academic honesty, as defined
in the Kyoto University Student Handbook.
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