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Intoday’ sglobal community, how should a person conceptually prepare herself to be an effective
intercultural” communicator? Inconceivable even a decade ago, this era has witnessed tremendous
transnational cultural flows -- of people, practices and products -- as well aslocal cultural complexities. Each
not only encounters her own cultural intricacy, but also needs to effectively operate in culturally-complex
contexts -- no matter in the cyber or physical spaces. These contexts range from the home and neighborhood,;
to places of work, worship and recreation; and to regions and the world.

For this academic year, the guiding concept for both Intercultural Communication | and |1 will be* cultural
fluency.” Thetwo courseswill be based on the second edition of my Thai book: "Light, Water and Rice
Stalk: Cultural Fluency for Alterity" (2020). There are four sets of topics, the first two of which will be
explored in Intercultural Communication I, and the latter two in this course:

Part 1. “ Cultura Fluency,” Difference and Voice
Part 2. Basic Elementsof “ Cultural Fluency” : AHA
Part 3. Listen to Others, Listen to Otherness

Part 4. Light, Rice Stalk and Cultural Fluency

The two courses explore concepts, theories and events as well as employ sounds (melodic or not) and images
(moving or otherwise) -- as pedagogical tools -- to degpen students'  understanding of effective
"intercultural communication."
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Since these two courses are predominantly conceptual/theoretical, they aim to enable students to devel op a set
of conceptual abilities to think through processes of “ intercultural communication.”  Students will,
therefore, be doing alarge amount of reading, discussing, and finally writing. (Note: All the readings can be
accessed through LMS))
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Week 1.
- Introduction and Course Queries

Part 3. Listen to Others, Listen to Otherness
Part 3.1. A Child, Death and A Mother

Week 2:
- A Child, Death and A Mother

Part 3.2. Water & Becoming
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Week 3:

- The Daodgjing

Week 4.

- Smooth Space & On Influence-1
Week 5:

- Smooth Space & On Influence-2
Week 6:

- 1st Quiz and Review

Week 7:

-“ Beforethe Law”

Week 8:

- Future, Justice and Fluency
Week 9:

- Speech & Trauma

Week 10:

- 2nd Quiz and Review

Part 3.3. Memory, Hearing and Listening

Week 11:

- Soundscape

Week 12:

- Listening

Week 13:

- Memory, Otherness and Violence
Week 14:

- 3rd Quiz and Review

Part 4. Light, Rice Stalk and Cultural Fluency
Week15:

- Feedback Session
- Course Summary: Light, Rice Stalk and Cultural Fluency
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1) Good level of English language ( TOEFL ITPscore  525) isrequired (the full scoreis 677). (For more
information on how to convert the score, among others, see: https://theedge.com.hk/conversion-table-for-
toefl-ibt-pbt-cbt-tests/)

2) Comparatively speaking, this course is both reading-intensive and writing-intensive. Thus, any students
who plan to take too many courses in this semester will have a hard time fulfilling this course’ s
requirements.
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3 Quizzes

Week 6: 30%
Week 10: 30%
Week 14: 40%

Notes. Since this course is predominantly conceptual, students will be expected to demonstrate their
conceptual understanding. The quizzes questions will ask students to: @) define some of thiscourse’ skey
terms; b) apply those terms to analyze certain social redlitiesin light of the course’ soverall theme--i.e,
cultura fluency” . Throughout the semester, therefore, each student must ensure that s’he will adequately
have a good conceptual grasp of those key terms.
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Students will study each week's prepared PowerPoint slides as well as reading assignments before class time
in order to effectively engage in class discussion.
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Consultations can be arranged as needed.
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