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To explore recurrent themes, ideas and values seen in representative works of classical Japanese literature and
to gain a better understanding of how some of the ideas or values have changed over time, and how others
have been altered to suit changing tastes.

This course is being offered concurrently to both international students and students of Kyoto University.
Hence, students will have ample opportunity to interact and to share their thoughts with other students from a
variety of backgrounds and culturesin our discussion of the selected works of literature. We will be using
English trandations of the original Japanese works as our reading material. Discussion sessions and the final
exam will aso be completed in English.
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To recognize and understand some of the important and recurring literary themes/patterns/concepts that can
be seen in representative works of classical Japanese literature from the Narato Muromachi Periods, in
addition to the Japanese values, social attitudes and ways of thinking from pre-modern times that are reflected
in these works.

Before enrolling in this course, please note the following:

One of the main objectives of this courseisfor students to acquire the ability to express their thoughts on the
works to be studied in an objective and logical manner based on a careful and close reading of the text, and
by citing evidence from the literature. This course is not intended for students to express their subjective
opinions or personal preferences with regard to the literary works in question.

text
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The course schedule is as follows. This semester we will cover works through the Muromachi Period. The
lecture content and schedul e are subject to revision as needed.

1st 2nd classes: Orientation, Monokusa Taro* (Kyoto University Rare Materias Digital Archive “
Enjoying Otogi Zoshi with the help of synopsis and illustrations,” second story)
3rd 4th classes. Manyoshu*
5th  6th classes: Kokinwakashu, Taketori Monogatari*
7th  8th classes: |se Monogatari*
O9th 11th classes: Genji Monogatari*
12th  13th classes: Shinkokinwakashu, Hojoki
14th class: Tsurezuregusa, or selected setsuwa narratives
Final exam
15th class: Feedback (specific date and time to be announced)
Group discussion sessions are scheduled for the works marked with an asterisk *.
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What events, what things, what qualities provoked the artistic sensitivities of pre-modern Japanese writers
and moved them to literary expression? What appealed to them and what did not? What were the objects of
Japanese aesthetic appreciation?

In the course of our study, we will attempt to answer these and other questions based on a careful reading of
selected works. We will explore themes such as miyabi, mononoahare, wokashi, irogonomi, mujo, etc., as
seen in representative works from the Narato Muromachi Periods. In many cases the themes are recurrent,
drawing upon the literature of preceding eras or profoundly influencing that of later periods, and they offer
valuable insight into Japanese ideals and ways of thinking. We will also discuss examples, as seen in the text,
of pre-modern Japanese conventions, cultural practices and social values — tsumadohi, inton (tonsei),
masurawo/tawoyame, to name just a few.
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Assessment will be based on the following:
(1) Contribution to discussions and degree of participation (30%).
(2) Final exam (70%).

(1) 30%
) 70%

Grading scale used: raw score based on assessment of (1) and (2) above (maximum 100 points)
100

Further details of the grading policy will be explained during the first lecture.
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Handouts and required reading material will be uploaded to LM S [Resources].
LMS [ ]
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(1) McCullough, Helen Craig, Classical Japanese Prose: An Anthology, Stanford University Press, 1990.

(2) Carter, Steven D. (trandator), Traditional Japanese Poetry: An Anthology, Stanford University Press,
1991.

(3) Keene, Donald (ed.), Anthology of Japanese Literature: from the earliest erato the mid-nineteenth century,
Grove Press, 1955.

(4) Miner, Earl et a., The Princeton Companion to Classical Japanese Literature, Princeton University Press,
1985.

(5) Haruo Shirane (ed.), Traditional Japanese Literature: An Anthology, Beginnings to 1600 (Translations
from the Asian Classics), Columbia University Press, 2008.

(6) William Theodore De Bary et a., Sources of Japanese Tradition: From Earliest Times to 1600
(Introduction to Asian Civilizations), Columbia University Press, 2002.

(7) William Theodore De Bary et al., Sources of Japanese Tradition Vol. 2: 1600 to 2000 (Introduction to

Asian Civilizations), Columbia University Press, 2005.
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(1) Students are expected to review the content of each lecture each week, including and especially any key
terms and concepts introduced in class.

(2) Students are requested to prepare for the discussion sessions by carefully reading the assigned material
before coming to class. Discussion timeis limited, so students need to form their opinionsin response to the
discussion questions in advance, and be ready to explain their thoughts concisely and efficiently. Students
should also come prepared with questions to ask of their group members.
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KULASIS
For my office hours, please check KULASIS and make an appointment.
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