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We will explore Japanese culture and its traditions from classical to modern times from a variety of angles:
Japanese annual traditions, food culture, aesthetic tastes, religion, marriage/family, work and communication
styles, to name afew.
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The primary goal of this classisfor students to explore and deepen their understanding of Japan, its culture
and its people. Students should also take the opportunity to compare Japanese culture with their own in order
to identify and gain a better understanding of points of similarity and difference between the two.
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Classes will consist of 1) lectures on the following topics, and 2) group presentations to be given by the
students. The order and/or content of the lectures are subject to revision as needed.
A final exam will be given at the end of the semester.

1 Lectures 1st 11th classes
1st 2nd classes: Orientation/ Changing tastes and lifestyles in Japan/ Annual traditions and rituals
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3rd 4th classes: The aesthetic sensitivities of the Japanese

5th  6th classes: Communicating with the Japanese/ Japanese attitudes and values/ Japanese thinking patterns
7th  9th classes. Marriage in Japan and the Japanese family —pre and post WWII—/ Preparing for the group
presentations

10th  11th classes: The Japanese and work/ Preparing for the group presentations

2 Group presentations  12th  14th classes

The last three classes will be used for the students’  group presentations (3-4 members per group). The
presentations will be conducted in English on an aspect of Japanese culture or society (past or present) of the
group’ schoice. Details of the presentation schedule and guidelines will be explained during the first class.

Final exam
15th class: Feedback class (specific date and time to be announced)
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Be sureto attend all of the classes from day one. The final presentation is required of all students taking this
course.

The instructor's lectures will be given in English at natural speed. Students taking this course are expected to
be able to follow the lectures and take an active part in the class.
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(1) 40%
(2) 40%
(3) 20%
2
3

The student's final grade will be based on the following.
(1) Final exam (40%)
(2) Presentation (40%)
(3) Contribution to Q& A sessions following the group presentations (20%)

Although the presentation listed in (2) is a group presentation, each student will be evaluated individually
based on his/her part of the presentation and contribution to the group effort.

The evaluation for (3) will be made based on the content of the“ Question/Comment Sheets” to be
submitted by the students after the group presentations.
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Handouts will be provided in class.
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1) Varley, Paul, Japanese Culture: Fourth Edition, University of Hawai'i Press, 2000.
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2) Hendry, Joy, Understanding Japanese Society, Fourth edition, Routledge, 2013.

3) Sugimoto, Y oshio, An Introduction to Japanese Society, Second edition, Cambridge University Press,
2003.

4) Davies, Roger J. and Ikeno, Osamu (editors), The Japanese Mind: Understanding Contemporary Japanese
Culture, Tuttle Publishing, 2002.

5) Martinez, D. P. (editor), Modern Japanese Culture and Society, Volumes I-1V, Routledge Library of
Modern Japan, 2007.
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For the group presentations, students are expected to cooperate with the members of their group and to do
their fair share in preparing for and rehearsing their presentation.
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KULASIS
For my office hour location/times, please check KULASIS.
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