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The purpose of this classis for students to acquire advanced Japanese language skills necessary for academic
presentations. Students will learn (1) expressions used in seminars and other public venues, (2) how to make
a presentation script and slides, and (3) ways to structure an effective presentation. The class will help
students give a clear and persuasive presentation in Japanese. In addition, students will have opportunities to
practice moderating presentations and discussions. At the end of the course, students should be able to apply
these skillsto their own academic research.
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Course goals are asfollows:

To be able to apply the Japanese skills you have acquired to your studiesin your maor or your field of
research.

To be able to comprehend university lectures, read and write academic text, and participate in academic
discussions with ease.

To be able to communicate with few grammatical errors, and to be able to distinguish and use expressions
accordingly for different situations.

To be able to carry out natural conversation.
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The course schedule is as follows.

Session 1 Guidance

Session 2 Impromptu speech

Sessions 3-5 Presentation of information

Students will learn various ways to present information and knowledge.

Students choose a theme that they are interested in, summarize the examined information, and then give a
presentation adding their opinion. Thiswill provide opportunities to practice creating presentation scripts.

Sessions 6-8 Presentation of aproposal  Work in groups

Students choose a theme, present factual information, and propose a method for solving the problem.
Students will learn to create effective presentation scripts and slides.

Sessions 9-12 Research presentation  Discussion

Students will give a presentation on atopic in their own major or research field. Other students must take
responsibility to either be 1) afacilitator that stimulates active discussion, or 2) an active audience member
that expresses their opinions on the topic of the presentation.

Sessions 13-14 Final presentations

Session 15 Feedback
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Refer to the Handbook of Liberal Arts and Sciences Courses.
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The student’ sfinal grade will be based on 1) in-class participation (30%), and 2) presentations (70%).
Details of the grading method and evaluation criteriawill be provided in class.
Students who are absent from 5 or more class sessions will not be evaluated.
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Handouts will be provided in class.
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In weeks 2-12, students will receive feedback on their speech and presentations. Students should review what
they have learned and improve on weaknesses.
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