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This class covers topics in modern Japanese history from the post-1945, US-led occupation until the early
21st century. Attention will be paid to the social and environmental consequences of high economic growth,
aswell as persistent issues related to gender, daily life, and disaster. All the while, the course emphasizes
Japan's position within global transformations from the mid-20th century through to the present day.
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Greater appreciation for key themesin modern Japanese history, as well as familiarity with some recent
research trends.
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1 Introduction

2-4 Japanese society and the occupation (1945-1952)
5-7 The era of economic high growth (1950s-1973)
8-10 Protest and visibility (1960s-1970s)

11-12 Before the bubble (1970s-1980s)

13-14 Post-bubble narratives (1995-)

15  Feedback
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Evaluation will be based on a midterm and afinal written exam (40%+60%). Students absent from more than
four classes may not be able to pass the course.
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Reading materials will be handed out during class.
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Reading materials will be handed out during class.

[ ]

Knowledge of modern Japanese history is helpful but not necessary.
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