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[Overview and purpose of the course]
HaNoi Thuy Loi ( ) Vu
Gia-Thu Bon DaNang Hoi An DaNang

CanTho

The summer course on Conflict Management & Global Water 1ssues takes place over ten daysin Vietnam,
and is organised by Kyoto University. The programme begins in Japan with preparatory lectures introducing
Vietnamese culture, freshwater resources, and the key challenges of water management in a globalized,
climate-change-affected world. Then the class travels to Vietnam for fieldwork, local engagement, and joint
workshops with Viethamese students and researchers. During the Vietham segment, participants will visit the
heart of the Viethamese Mekong Delta—— specifically Can Tho —— to examine floating markets,
agriculture, and water-resource issues; then move to Central Vietnam (DaNang and Hoi An) intheVu Gia
Thu Bon River Basin region to explore sand-mining, coastal erosion, flood, and sediment-related disaster risk.
Empirical and experiential learning (field visits, local dialogues, mini-workshops) will complement the
lectures. Finally, students will choose atopic aligned to their discipline and interest, conduct a deeper
investigation (in Japan and on site in Vietnam) and present areport and presentation at Danang University.

[Course objectives]

The purpose of the programme is multi-fold:
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To empower participants through global exposure — personally and professionally — by immersing themin
aregion where water issues, environmental change and social conflict converge.

To raise awareness of global freshwater challenges in the context of climate change and transboundary
dynamics — how rivers, dams, sediment flows, and human livelihoods interact across borders. For example,
in the Mekong basin, nearly 95 % of the flow originates upstream of Vietnam, making the delta highly
vulnerable to upstream dams, drought, saltwater intrusion, and land subsidence. To offer insight into conflict-
management aspects of water-resource governance — e.g., competing demands on a transboundary river,
downstream versus upstream interests, dam impacts, sediment loss, agricultural versus hydropower or
ecosystem priorities. To foster multidisciplinary thinking: each student will select atopic related to water
governance, resource conflict, environmental change or community resilience, link it to their own discipline
(engineering, social science, natural science, policy, etc.), and execute a small research or investigation
component. To build cross-cultural and international networks: through exchanges with Vietnamese students,
researchers and local actors, participants will develop deeper understanding of Vietnamese culture, local
water systems, and how global issues play out in local contexts.

[Course schedule and contents)]

6-7 3
1) General Information and Preparatory Lecture
2) State of the Mekong River Basin
3) State of Water Management in Vietnam:
Agricultural, Dam Impacts, Climate Change Impacts, Flood disasters, .... Social and cultural issues

9 10
1) Lectures
Impacts of Climate Change on the Mekong River Basin Water Resources
Integrated Management and Master Plan of the Mekong Delta
2) Field survey and practices
Water resources management in the Mekong River Delta
Water quality in the coastal zones of the Mekong Delta
Operation of damsin Vietnam
3) Presentation
Making report and presentation at the final meeting

[Course requirements]

6 3

16 5
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[Evaluation methods and policy]

[Textbooks]

Not used

[References, etc.]

References, etc.

Shafiqul Islam, Lawrence E. Susskind Water Diplomacy: A Negotiated Approach to Managing Complex
Water Networks RFF Press 1SBN:978-1617261039

Ben Boer, Philip Hirsch, Fleur Johns, Ben Saul, Natalia Scurrah  The Mekong: A Socio-legal Approach to
River Basin Development Routledge 1SBN:978-1138788459

Related URL
http://www.kyoto-u.ac.jp/jalinternational/events _news/offi ce/kyoi ku-suishin-gakusei - shien/kokusai -kyoi ku-
koryu/news/2015/150911 3.html(2015 )
http://en.tlu.edu.vn/Home.aspx(Thuy Loi ( )
http://dut.udn.vn/EN(Da Nang )

[Study outside of class (preparation and review)]

[Other information (office hours, etc.)]

[Essential courses]




