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This lecture explores what new understanding of humanity the concept of the“ Anthropocene” as an epoch
might offer. Itsaim isto consider, by examining insights from philosophy, thought, and art, what the future of
humanity might hold, particularly from the perspective of our contemporary erawhere it is becoming
increasingly clear that human activity is altering the very nature of the Earth. We will question what the
debate surrounding the Anthropocene signifies and what the significance of speaking about the Anthropocene
IS, aming to present a certain way of understanding philosophical and humanistic examinations of the
Anthropocene.

Furthermore, the impact of human activity on the Earth extends far beyond carbon dioxide emissions,
encompassing activities such as dam construction, road building, landfills, and residential land development.
As recognition grows that these activities are increasingly affecting the very nature of the Earth, discussions
have emerged suggesting that human existence itself is becoming a“ geological agent.” Furthermore, itis
argued that the very foundations supporting human existence must be considered asexisting at a“ planetary
dimension.” What makes this discussion unique is that while it would be impossible without advancesin
natural sciences like Earth system science, contemplating the nature of human existence within it necessitates
drawing upon the humanities;philosophy, intellectual history, and historiography. Therefore, this lecture will
also attempt to explore the possibility of “ integrated knowledge” from the perspective of the Anthropocene.
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Through close reading of seminal works in the humanities of the Anthropocene, understand the
development of philosophical and theoretical thinking.

Develop philosophical and theoretical understanding, recognizing that disciplines like philosophy and
literature hold the potential to cultivate the imagination and thinking necessary to grasp the unprecedented
nature of the Anthropocene.

Deepen our understanding of the situation we inhabit, and further, develop methods to better comprehend
the realities of the Anthropocene from a philosophical and theoretical perspective, thereby discovering values
that can serve as afoundation for living withinit.
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1. Guidance: Considering the meaning of “ climate changeisacrisis of imagination” (Week 1)

2. Humanities issues concerning reality, thought, and feeling in the Anthropocene: Coexistence, hyperobjects,
dark ecology: Timothy Morton's arguments (Weeks 2-5)

3. Questions about the human condition and habitability in the Anthropocene: Dipesh Chakrabarty's
arguments (Weeks 6-9)

4. The potential of the humanities in the Anthropocene: Imagination, overcoming anthropocentrism,
questions about the planetary dimension (Weeks 10-14)

5. Review (Week 15)
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Class attendance (40%)
Class reports (60%)
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Make sure to thoroughly read the distributed materials. If you have any questions, compile them in advance.
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