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Work isacentral institution in modern capitalist societies, and sociology plays akey roleinitsanaysis. In
this lecture, students will engage with core theories, case studies, and international comparisons of 1abor
markets and industries. Topics include the historical development of industrial societies, contemporary
postindustrial labor institutions, the specific features of the Japanese labor market, the sociopolitical
construction of various markets, and welfare regimes in different countries. By the end of the course, students
will acquire a solid understanding of important sociological theories of work, while also gaining insight into
the evolution of capitalist societies from the 19th century to the present.
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The course aims at understanding the basics of sociology of work, so that students develop acritical sense
about the functioning and the social functions of thisinstitution. Students will therefore acquire knowledge on
several approaches and theories dealing with the role of work in our modern capitalist societies. Severa case
studies will aso be introduced to illustrate these approaches.
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Week 1. Introduction

Week 2. Theories of Work and Organizations

Week 3. Taylorism, Fordism, and the Industrial Society
Week 4. The Sociopolitical Construction of Markets
Week 5. Firms and Corporations

Week 6. The Emergence of Service Industries (1)
Week 7. The Emergence of Service Industries (2)
Week 8. Review Class

Week 9. The EU Single Market and Labor Issues
Week 10. Labor & Industrial Relations in Japan (1)
Week 11. Labor & Industrial Relations in Japan (2)
Week 12. The Dual Labor Market (1)

Week 13. The Dual Labor Market (2)

Week 14. Conclusions
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The lectures will be delivered in English. No prior coursework is required to take this course; however, a
basic understanding of sociology is recommended.
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Final report (70%), class attendance (30%)
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Students are required to complete preparation for each lesson on aweekly basis.
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Students should email the teacher to make an appointment.
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