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This course will introduce students to the socia history of technology in modern Japan from the 19th century
to 1945. Special attention will be paid to the problem of connecting technology to issues of labor, gender, and
the environment. Along the way, the course provides an overview of several approaches to science and
technology studies (STS).
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Greater appreciation for key themesin the history of technology in modern Japan, as well as familiarity with
some recent research trends.
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1 Introduction

2 Approaching the History of Technology

3-4 Technology in the late Tokugawa period

5-7 Technology in the late 19th century Meiji period

8-10 Visions of industrial modernity in the early 20th-century Japanese empire
11-13 Technology and total war in the 1930s and 1940s

14 Conclusion

15 Feedback
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Evaluation will be based on a midterm and afinal written exam (40%+60%). Students absent from more than
four classes may not be able to pass the course.
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Preparation consists of weekly readings, including research articles and historical sources.

[ ]




