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Kyoto University is said to have a "free academic culture,” but what about your freedom to learn? This
seminar aims to encourage students to think about academic freedom, beginning with an essay sounding the
alarm about the growing restrictions on university learning.

After abrief lecture on the changing environment surrounding universities, the seminar will consider how the
student-centered or participatory paradigm of learning is shaping your learning. We will then discuss student
freedom of learning at university, drawing on media reports, papers, and essays related to learning at
Japanese universities. Finally, participants will summarize their own thoughts in areport. The seminar ams
to provide an opportunity for participants to consider how they can make the most of their university
experience and spend their undergraduate years.
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Understanding the environment surrounding university education
Understanding the university education system

Learning how to use knowledge

Learning basic report writing techniques
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Participation in learning activities (30%), presentationsin class (30%), and reports (40%).
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