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This course explores how societies respond to disasters through memory-making, cultural practices, social
resilience, and reconstruction. Drawing on anthropology, heritage studies, and disaster research, we will
examine how individuals and communities cope with disruption, maintain ties to place, and create meaning
through memorials, museums, storytelling, and rituals.

This course is designed to complement Disaster and Culture (1st semester) but can also be taken
independently.
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Students will:

- Understand core concepts related to post-disaster recovery (such asresilience, place attachment, etc.)
- Analyze therole of social and cultural components in reconstruction, recovery and resilience.

- Discuss how memory and commemoration shape collective understandings of disaster.

- Evaluate the function and ethics of museums, memorials, and public history in post-disaster contexts.
- Develop critical perspectives through global case studies.
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Week 1: Introduction: Framing the aftermath: what happens after disaster?
Week 2: Theories of Resilience: Cultural and social resilience frameworks
Week 3: Place Attachment: Emotional, symbolic, and political ties to place
Week 4: Displacement and Return: Disaster migration, relocation, and loss
Week 5: Collective Memory: Memory, forgetting, and narrative

Week 6: Group work on case studies (ex: Tohoku, Katrina)

Week 7: Museums and memorials |: Institutions of memory

Week 8: Museums and memorials I1: Ethics of representation

Week 9: Cultural heritage: Loss, preservation, and resilience through heritage
Week 10: Case studies. Comparative recovery and memory projects

Week 11: Student presentations and peer feedback

Week 12: Emerging trends: digital memory, oral history, and local knowledge
Week 13: Thinking resilience critically

Week 14. Closing Session: Final reflections and synthesis

The above schedule is tentative and will be confirmed during. he orientation session.

Disaster and Culture II-E2(2) L




Disaster and Culture II-E2(2)

None.
This course can act as a complement to Disaster and Culture (1st semester) but can also be taken
independently without any issue.
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Course assessment will be based on attendance, active engagement and participation during class, groupwork
and one individual project.
Details will be confirmed during the orientation session.
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Students should expect an average of 2 hours of work outside of class weekly.

[ ]

Office hours are before or after class, or on appointment.
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