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[Overview and purpose of the course]

SDGs

This course will explore global inequality in avariety of areas such aswork, education, health, and property
ownership, while helping students build confidence in their English abilities. Each week, a different key area
will be explored with short readings or videos, followed by small-group discussions in which students will be
encouraged to express their opinions. The inequalities in these areas underlie many of the United Nation’ s
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Later in the semester, students will independently research the
issues and present their findings orally. This course provides a great opportunity for students to practice
engaging in an English-medium academic environment.

[Course objectives]

This course will provide students with an understanding of inequalities based on factors such as race, sex, and
minority status within and among countries in the world. Students will also gain an understanding of the
progress that has been made in closing these gaps and will have the opportunity to explore potential solutions.
By the end of the course, students should be able to participate actively in an English discussion on the topic
of global inequalities and the fight for social justice, conduct research on related themes, and share their ideas
in ashort final presentation.

[Course schedule and contents)]

E2

Depending on class size and student needs, more or less time may be spent on each theme.
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Week 1: Introductions and background on inequalities (SDGs)
Week 2: Poverty (wealth gap, sanitation, hunger)

Week 3: Work (unpaid work, occupational segregation, harassment)
Week 4: Health (HIV, cancer, medical innovation)

Week 5-6: Education (literacy, major choice, digital divide)
Week 7: Birth (son preference, maternal mortality, sex education)
Week 8: Political participation (voting rights, representation)
Week 9: Beauty (dieting, cosmetics, FGM)

Week 10: Crime (rape, murder, police brutality)

Week 11: Property rights (land ownership, home ownership)
Week 12: Marriage (child marriage, the right to marry)

Week 13: Human trafficking

Week 14: Presentations

Week 15: Exam week (there will be no exam)

Week 16: Feedback*

*During the feedback class, students who would like further consultation with the instructor may schedule an
appointment.

[Course requirements]

No course requirements. Students concerned about participating in an English-only environment are strongly
encouraged to register.

[Evaluation methods and policy]

30% Written homework assignments (short responses to class content)

30% Participation (preparation for and active participation in small-group discussions)
30% Presentations (afinal research presentation)

10% Quizzes (often conducted in groups or with access to notes)

*English proficiency is not included in the grading criteria.
[Textbooks]

Not used
Course materials will be provided in class.

[References, etc.]

References, etc.
Joni Seager The women's atlas Penguin, 2018 1SBN:9780143132349 Some content from this book
will be introduced and discussed during class.

[Study outside of class (preparation and review)]

Students will need to study relevant vocabulary and/or compl ete short readings to prepare for class
discussions and quizzes. Short homework assignments will be assigned regularly (e.g., one-page responses to
classdiscussion). Thefina presentation will require research and practice, but students will be given
adequate time to prepare.
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[Other information (office hours, etc.)]

Office hours Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday during lunch time. Students are encouraged to ask questionsin
English or Japanese.

Experience using PowerPoint or similar is useful but not required.

Students should be willing to participate in discussions.

[Essential courses]




